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FOOD FIGHT!

SADE
strives for
addiction
recovery
education
By ALEXANDRA
TOSTRUD
Staff Writer

LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter
Students had the chance to compete against each other in the annual Food Eating Competition yesterday. Competitors had to eat spaghetti and
pancakes without their hands to claim the winning title. Freshman Jacob Godfrey (far right) chomped his way to victory.

Mavericks
chow down at
homecoming
competition
By ALEXANDRA TOSTRUD
Staff Writer

Homecoming week is in
full swing at Minnesota State
University, Mankato. Yesterday, the Student Events Team
held the annual Food Eating
Competition in the Centennial Student Union.
Students competed in the
name of various organizations
on campus and for bragging
rights. The competition oc-

curred in the Hearth Lounge
at noon, when the CSU is busiest and full of spectators to
cheer on the competitors.
Before round one began,
the Student Events Team introduced members of the
Homecoming Court, who
each represent organizations
such as the Campus Kitchen,
Greek Life and the Maverick
Machine.
Emma Knutson is representing Tri Sigma on the
Homecoming Court.
“I joined court became I
think this university is amazing– the opportunities we get,
the people that we meet, the
places we can go– I’m glad
to be a part of something so
fun!” Knutson told the crowd.
Coronation for Homecoming Court will take place at

the Lip Sync Battle Thursday
in Bresnan Arena.
The competition consisted of two groups of competitors for round one, where
three from each group moved
on to the second and final
round. Competitors could not
use their hands during either
round to consume the food.
For many, it was their first
time in such a competition,
although a few were seasoned
veterans.
Each round lasted less than
a minute with neck-to-neck
leads and narrow wins as they
devoured sizable portions of
spaghetti. When the final six
were decided, the competitors
reintroduced themselves and
prepared for the pancakes
with syrup.
The race for first and sec-

ond place was close, but freshman Jacob Godfrey emerged
victorious. Godfrey entered
representing the Crawford
Residence Community.
“I’m the president of my
floor, C4. It was the easiest
way for me to be a part of the
team,” Godfrey said.
This was Godfrey’s first
time in a food-eating competition.
“I’ve been looking forward
to this. I’ve always been a
fast eater, and it was something I always wanted to try.
The nerves were definitely
there, but I’m very happy that
I won,” Godfrey said as the
adrenaline rush caused him to
shake.
His strategy required him
to plan ahead and his preparaFOOD on page 4 

Getting educated about student loan forgiveness
By EMMA JOHNSON
News Director
President Joe Biden signed
the Student Loan Forgiveness
Act last month, which will
forgive up to $10,000 on federal loans prior to June 30,
2022, and up to $20,000 for
students who received Pell
Grants.
The act applies to active
students taking six or more
credits. The program only

applies to current college students.
However, loans for the
current semester and spring
semester are not covered with
this act. Private student loans
are not eligible; the act applies
only to federal loans.
Assistant Director of Financial Aid Rachel Sherlock
said Minnesota State University, Mankato’s Financial Aid
Office was thrilled for students following the news of

the act and immediately took
action.
“We are over the moon for
students. We certainly made
sure on our social media pages to send out that information. We created [a page on]
the MSU website to get that
information out to students to
make them aware that this occurred,” Sherlock said.
After graduation, student
loan payments can become
stressful. Nontraditional stu-

dent Kylie Komaridis was
doubtful upon hearing the
news, but is now grateful for
the money that will be taken
off her loans.
“There’s been so much
hype about student loan forgiveness, and if it fits [certain
criteria.] It was ‘I’ll believe
it when I see it,’” Komaridis
said. “When I realized that I
should be eligible for it, I was
very happy about it because
LOANS on page 4 

At Minnesota State University, Mankato, many student organizations are in the
process of redefining themselves after over two years
of cancellations and online
meetings due to COVID-19.
The Students for Alcohol
and Drug Education is one
such program, and involved
students and staff have high
hopes for the near future.
SADE is a part of the
Alcohol and Drug Studies
program at MSU and is currently focused on cultivating
a community of students
from all different backgrounds. Roy Kammer, the
co-adviser of SADE along
with Jenna Londgren, hopes
their numbers can grow.
“Our group is small–
we’re in the process of rebuilding. A fair number of
students are either in recovery or have been impacted
by addiction in their life.
We don’t do a formal inquiry, but many students will
share their recovery stories.
The third is a group of those
who want to do this professionally and want to learn
more,” Kammer said.
Kylie Komaridis is a
member of SADE and a senior in the ADS program.
“SADE is not only for
people in recovery. My
hopes are that we can get a
diverse group of people, students and staff who come
with a lot of different ideas
to create a place for people
to come and connect for education in the community,”
Komaridis said.
SADE offers addiction
education through many
different avenues. The group
tabled at the Walk 4 Recovery event in Mankato Sept.
3 for Recovery Awareness
Month and at local events
over the summer. However,
Kammer sees a need in focusing the group’s efforts on
a campus level.
“When you think about
how many people we likely
have on this campus who
are in recovery or people
who are impacted by alcohol or drugs through a famEDUCATION on page 2
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Student Government welcomes
new senators at latest meeting

Courtesy photo

President of SADE Jill Sallstrom (above) hopes the program will not only
direct students to outside help, but also make a difference in the city.

EDUCATION from page 1
ily member, I think it’s important to have a group on campus
that is focused on recovery,”
Kammer said.
In a post-quarantine world,
organizations that focus on
community and recovery may
be more important than ever at
the college level.
“According to the National College Health Assessment,
students feel lonely, they feel
isolated. You add this on top of
those in recovery, who are having a hard time meeting others
in recovery, there are some risk
factors there. I just think, ‘how
can we do more for those students?’” Kammer said.
Senior Jill Sallstrom, president of SADE, hopes that past
and upcoming events this year
can make a difference in the
Mankato community beyond
MSU.
“We have four colleges in
this area and we are seeing issues with addiction in those
even younger. When people get
to college, it increases. We’re


DOMINIC BOTHE • The Reporter

Bezawit Berhanu (left) sworn into the At Large senator position. David Wing also was appointed to represent
the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Student Government meeting Wednesday.

By JULIA BARTON
Editor in Chief

The Student Government
appointed two new senators to
fill the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences and the At
Large Senator position during
Wednesday’s meeting as the Allied Health and Nursing senator resigned.
Student Government welcomed David Wing who will
represent the College of Humanities and Social Sciences.
Wing has previously served
on the 89th student government senate as the senator for
off-campus housing and is the
president of Turning Point
Mankato.
“I believe that my experiences as a previous senator will
translate well this year. Espe-

cially with the new combination of the College of Art and
Humanities and the College of
Social and Behavioral Sciences,” Wing said.
Bezawit Berhanu, a transfer
student from the University of
Minnesota- Morris, also was
appointed and sworn into the
At Large senator position. This
will be her first time serving on
the senate.
During
announcements,
Namita Basnet stepped down
from her position as the Allied
Health and Nursing senator
due to what she called “scheduling conflicts,” but said she’s
enjoyed serving on Student
Government.
“I don’t have enough time
[to be on senate], but I learned
a lot this year and the past
year with my friends and col-

leagues,” said Basnet.
Fellow senators voiced their
opinions about her leaving.
“Please don’t leave us. You
are an amazing person and if
you need more support we are
all here to help you succeed. I
beg of you to not resign,” said
Douglas Roberts, Student Government senator.
Speaker Storm Novak officially voiced that the senator
for Allied Health and Nursing
will now be vacant and will
open in two weeks.
Other orders of business in
the meeting consisted of officer reports from Senator Sierra
Roiger and Senator Douglas
Roberts. Senator Destined Sehgbean received August Senator of the month from President
Emma Zellmer.

trying to give people resources,
whether it’s providing Narcan
or providing people to talk to,”
Sallstrom said.
In addition to university-sponsored programs, such
as SADE or the campus counsoling center, SADE also directs students to outside help.
‘We post where students
can find recovery meetings.
They help students connect
with resources. We don’t have
any formal treatment for college students here,” Kammer
said.
On Sept. 26, at 6:30 p.m. in
Ostrander, SADE will sponsor
a showing of the new documentary, “Tipping the Pain
Scale,” which discusses the recent history of widespread addiction and potential solutions.
The showing is open to the
public as well as MSU students
and faculty. There will be freewill donations for admission
and all funds will go toward
local recover facilities.
EDUCATION on page 5 
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I have a lot of loans and I’m
out $80,000 now.”
As a single mother raising two children, having the
student loan relief is a huge
weight off of Komaridis’
shoulders.
“[I’m] raising children,
trying to work, trying to
live. [Student loans] don’t fit
into trying to raise a family.
I don’t know how people pay
off student loans unless they
are very small or recent loans
that don’t have time to accumulate interest,” Komaridis
said.
When the news was announced, Komaridis said she
noticed some people spreading negativity about the act
and how unfair it was. Komaridis said that she doesn’t
view the act as something
negative, but as an opportunity.
“I hate to say it, but life
is unfair. I can see it helping
people to become more independent such as students
who had to move back in
with their parents. There’s so
many bonuses to bettering a
person by helping them out
with this,” Komaridis said.
Getting educated early is
important in understanding
what options and payment
plans work best.
Komaridis said her involvement with financial
aid has evolved from when
she started college and how
resources are more readily
available.
“With today’s technology, there’s all that information out there to understand.
Look at those [resources] and

News
find out what you’re really
doing,” Komaridis said. “It
still means reading the fine
print, but there wasn’t this
education. It was just ‘Here’s
your money,’ and you didn’t
know what that meant.”
A concern Sherlock wants
students to be aware of is the
rise of predatory companies
reaching out to students to
get their personal information following large financial
acts.
“Make sure to not
give your information to
third-party individuals and
contact your loan servicer
directly. If someone is calling
you directly, do not give them
your personal information,”
Sherlock said.
Sherlock said that one of
the best things students can
do is contact their loan servicer and build that relationship early on to ensure good
communication about payment plans post-graduation.
“While students are in
school, the financial aid office
and the campus hub are the
primary contacts that help
you while you’re in school,
but once you graduate, that
relationship with your loan
servicer is really important because they’re the ones
you’re making payments to.
Establishing that relationship
is a really good opportunity
for students,” Sherlock said.
For any additional questions about the eligibility for
loans, students are encouraged to check out MSU’s financial page and the U.S.
Department of Education for
more updates.
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Putin orders a military call-up
By KARL RITTER
Associated Press

Russian President Vladimir
Putin ordered a partial mobilization of reservists Wednesday
to bolster his forces in Ukraine,
a deeply unpopular move that
sparked rare protests across
the country and led to almost
1,200 arrests.
The risky order follows humiliating setbacks for Putin’s
troops nearly seven months after they invaded Ukraine.
The first such call-up in Russia since World War II heightened tensions with Ukraine’s
Western backers, who derided
it as an act of weakness and
desperation.
The move also sent some
Russians scrambling to buy
plane tickets to flee the country.
In his 14-minute nationally televised address, Putin also
warned the West that he isn’t
bluffing about using everything
at his disposal to protect Russia — an apparent reference to
his nuclear arsenal. He has previously rebuked NATO countries for supplying weapons to
Ukraine.
Confronted with steep battlefield losses, expanding front
lines and a conflict that has
raged longer than expected,
the Kremlin has struggled to

FOOD from page 1
tion that began Tuesday night
paid off.
“Last night, I ate lighter so
I had more room. This morning, I didn’t eat anything solid. I just had a protein shake,”



Russian Presidential Press Services via Associated Press

Russian President Vladimir Putin addresses the nation in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Sept. 21. Putin ordered a partial mobilization of reservists following setbacks after seven months since Ukraine’s invasion.

replenish its troops in Ukraine,
reportedly even resorting to
widespread recruitment in prisons.
The total number of reservists to be called up could be as
high as 300,000, Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu
said.
However, Putin’s decree
authorizing the partial mobilization, which took effect immediately, offered few details,
raising suspicions that the draft
could be broadened at any moment.

Notably, one clause was
kept secret.
Despite Russia’s harsh laws
against criticizing the military and the war, protesters
outraged by the mobilization
overcame their fear of arrest
to stage protests in cities across
the country.
Nearly 1,200 Russians were
arrested in anti-war demonstrations in cities including Moscow and St. Petersburg, according to the independent Russian
human rights group OVD-Info.

Godfrey explained.
Freshman
Abraham
Gauthier also finished in the
top three.
“I came out expecting
to win– I didn’t. I got third,
but I thought it went pretty
good. I wasn’t thinking about

it, I just tried to get it down
as fast as I could,” Gauthier
said.
Homecoming
festivities
continue into the weekend,
with the Lip Sync Battle,
B.o.B. concert and homecoming game yet to come.
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Trump accused of vast frauds about assets
By MICHAEL R. SISAK and
LARRY NEUMEISTER
Associated Press

New York’s attorney general
sued former President Donald
Trump and his company for
fraud on Wednesday, alleging
they padded his net worth by
billions of dollars by lying about
the value of prized assets including golf courses, hotels and his
homes at Trump Tower and
Mar-a-Lago.
Attorney General Letitia
James dubbed it: “The art of the
steal.”
James’ lawsuit, filed in state
court in New York, is the culmination of a three-year civil
investigation of Trump and the
Trump Organization.
Trump’s three eldest children, Donald Jr., Ivanka and
Eric Trump, were also named
as defendants, along with two
longtime company executives,
Allen Weisselberg and Jeffrey
McConney.
The lawsuit strikes at the
core of what made Trump famous, taking a blacklight to the
image of wealth and opulence
he’s embraced throughout his
career — first as a real estate developer, then as a reality TV host
on “The Apprentice” and “Celebrity Apprentice,” and later as
president.
James wants Trump and the
other defendants to pay at least
$250 million, which she said
was the approximate worth of
EDUCATION from page 5
Although SADE is officially
connected with just one area of
study, students of any major or
interest are welcomed and en

MANUEL BALCE CENETA • Associated Press

New York’s attorney general sued former President Donald Trump and his company, on Wednesday, Sept. 21,
alleging business fraud involving some of their most prized assets: properties in Manhattan, Chicago and D.C.

the benefits it got through fraudulent practices.
James, a Democrat, announced details of the lawsuit at
a news conference on Wednesday.
She said her office filed the
case — which is civil, not criminal in nature — after rejecting
settlement offers made by law-

yers for the defendants.
The alleged scheme was intended to burnish Trump’s billionaire image and the value of
his properties when doing so
gave him an advantage, such
as in obtaining favorable loan
terms, while playing down the
value of assets at other times for
tax purposes, James’ office said.

“This investigation revealed
that Donald Trump engaged in
years of illegal conduct to inflate
his net worth, to deceive banks
and the people of the great state
of New York,” James said at
the news conference. “Claiming
you have money that you do not
have does not amount to the
art of the deal. It’s the art of the
steal.”

couraged.
“It’s about building connections within the community–
not just professionally, but on

a personal level. It allows us to
hear from other people in the
community– about what’s going on, and how we can educate
them.Professionally, we have

access to talking to people with
other resources, and being a part
of those and bringing them back
to students,” Sallstrom said.

James said her investigation
uncovered potential criminal
violations, including falsifying
business records, issuing false
financial statements, insurance
fraud, conspiracy and bank
fraud. She said her office is referring those findings to federal
prosecutors and the Internal
Revenue Service.
In a statement posted to his
Truth Social platform, Trump
called the lawsuit “Another
Witch Hunt by a racist Attorney General” and called James,
who is Black, “a fraud who
campaigned on a ‘get Trump’
platform, despite the fact that
the city is one of the crime and
murder disasters of the world
under her watch!”
Trump lawyer Alina Habba
said the lawsuit “is neither focused on the facts nor the law
— rather, it is solely focused on
advancing the Attorney General’s political agenda,” accusing
James of abusing her authority “by prying into transactions
where absolutely no wrongdoing has taken place.”
Habba said the allegations in
the lawsuit are “meritless.”
James is seeking to remove
the Trumps from businesses engaged in the alleged fraud and
wants an independent monitor
appointed for no less than five
years to oversee the Trump Organization’s compliance, financial reporting, valuations and
disclosures to lenders, insurers
and tax authorities.
Interested students can contact SADE’s co-advisers jennifer.
londgren@mnsu.edu and roy.
kammer@mnsu.edu with questions.
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Editorials represent the opinions of The Reporter editorial
board. The opinions expressed here are not necessarily
those of the college, university or student body.
Julia Barton
Editor In Chief

Emma Johnson
News Director

Was Julia Sears a real ace?

Lilly Schmidt
Variety Editor

Banned books need
to be read
Banned Book Week takes place Sept. 18-24. Although the
average college student may not be taking classes that require
hefty literature reading, picking up a book is still an enriching
and enlightening experience that people can enjoy. And no better book to pick up and start this week than a banned book!
College student curriculum bans little, but paying attention
to high school banned books can give an insight to some fascinating literature.
While a book that has been stripped from shelves may be
for sexually explicit reasons, they are often books that are political and challenge thinking about the government or current
humanities issues. These examples include “1984” and “Brave
New World.”
Furthermore, “To Kill A Mockingbird” is a prime example
of a novel that challenged racial injustice in American society
in an honest lense, thus receiving a ban. Yet, this book can be
eye-opening and impactful in creating well-rounded citizens of
society.
In short, these are usually the novels that tackle realistic
and difficult issues. They may be deemed as inappropriate or
propaganda in a classroom, but challenge the thinking of the
reader much further than the average fantasy series.
Reading banned books gives the audience a chance to put
themselves in the shoes of characters unlike themselves - it can
provide a new understanding that a news broadcast or history
textbook can’t provide via a format the builds vocabulary and
intellect.
Banned books can also end up tackling issues that students
may be facing such as racism, sexism and homophobia.
The book could provide the representation they need, but
requiring representation of yourself also extends beyond the
walls of high school, making this books enriching at any stage
of life.
Currently, common books under the threat of being banned
have been topical of people of color and the LGBTQ+ community and banning these books is a form of oppression on the
communities. The banning of books can be seen as a restriction
of the voice of the people.
Many classics of today are banned books of yesterday. Consider the impact that banned books can have on society and
creating empathetic citizens.
What is trying to be censored by schools is important to pay
attention to, otherwise, we might find ourselves in the society
of “1984.” Of course though, we wouldn’t know it unless we’d
read the book.

Photo courtesy of MSU Library Archives

By JEREMY REDLIEN
Staff Writer

In researching Mankato’s
LGBTQ history, I found myself attempting to uncover if
any big names in Mankato’s
distant past had any rainbow
leanings. This was not the
most fruitful of searches. It
was full of flashes of queerness, but very little of substance.
For instance, I once came
across a reference to the wife
of a previous owner of the
Free Press, who while working at the Free Press during
the day, did enjoy wearing
men’s clothing. Then there’s
the anecdote of Sinclair Lewis wearing a woman’s dress
at a party while the Nobel
Prize-winning author was
drunk. In other words, bits
and bobs, but no full spectrum rainbow.

Pulse
ABIGAL VANHEUKLOM,
SENIOR

KESUKE HOSOI,
JUNIOR

“Watching the leaves change
and getting to wear sweatshirts
24/7.”

“I enjoy fall fashion, especially
knit sweaters.”

The basic story of Mankato’s LGBTQ history is as follows. In November of 1972,
an unassuming ad was placed
in The Reporter, advertising
the existence of a Mankato
Area Gay Group.
This group, which would
eventually be better known
as the Mankato Gay Consciousness Group, would
lead to the founding of what
is now known as the Jim
Chalgren LGBT center.
But certainly Mankato
hadn’t just gone gay in 1972?
Surely there had to have
been queer people living in
Mankato prior to the founding of the gay consciousness
group?
But other than the above
examples and references to
the gay pizza parties, where
those involved with the Gay
Consciousness Group had
first met, evidence of those of
the rainbow persuasion were

almost non-existent.
However, there was one
exception. When I read that
Julia Sears was a suffragette,
I found my interest piqued.
Plenty of well known suffragettes were of the sapphic persuasion, so this seemed like a
potentially fruitful avenue to
go down.
To that end, I found myself sitting down with “The
First Female President of a
Coeducational Public Institution of Higher Education:
An Historical Examination
of the Presidential Tenure
of Julia Ann Sears, 18721873,” by Joan Forssmark
Pengill, which was the about
the most detailed biography
of Sears I was able to find.
Pengill was very thorough
in detailing Sears’ life, I’ll
grant her that. If you want
to know the details of what
it might have been like for
COLUMN on page 7 

“What is the best part of fall?”
Compiled by Bisrat Tadesse

SOSENA
GEBREMARIAM,
SENIOR
“The trees and the weather.”

MAHLET ASMARA,
JUNIOR
“The weather and colorful
leaves on the floor.”

NAHOME WOINU,
FRESHMAN

NATHANAEL TILAHUN,
FRESHMAN

“How the leaves change
colors.”

“I love the super cold weather
when walking to class in the
mornings.”
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Iranians see internet blackout amid protests
ASSOCIATED PRESS
Iranians
experienced
a
near-total internet blackout on
Wednesday amid days of mass
protests against the government
over the death of a woman held
by the country’s morality police
for allegedly violating its strictly-enforced dress code.
An Iranian official had earlier hinted that such measures
might be taken out of security
concerns. The loss of connectivity will make it more difficult
for people to organize protests
and share information about the
government’s rolling crackdown
on dissent.
Iran has seen nationwide protests over the death of 22-yearold Mahsa Amini, who was detained for allegedly wearing the
mandatory Islamic headscarf
too loosely.
Demonstrators have clashed
with police and called for the
downfall of the Islamic Republic itself, even as Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi addressed
the U.N. General Assembly on
Wednesday.
The protests continued for a
fifth day on Wednesday, including in the capital, Tehran. Police
there fired tear gas at protesters
who chanted “death to the dictator,” and “I will kill the one

COLUMN from page 6
Sears to arrive in Mankato by
train, Pengill covers it (and a lot
more) in depth.
Pengill, of course, covers the
Sears Uprising in depth. For
those who need the refresher on
what that was, here it is. When
Sears was appointed president


Associated Press

Protesters chant slogans during a protest over the death of a woman who was detained by the morality police, in
downtown Tehran, Iran. Iranians experienced a near total internet blackout following the death of the woman.

who killed my sister,” according to the semiofficial Fars news
agency.
London-based rights group
Amnesty International said security forces have used batons,

birdshot, tear gas, and water
cannons to disperse protesters.
It reported eight deaths linked
to the unrest, including four
people killed by security forces.
It said hundreds more have been

wounded.
Iranian officials have reported three deaths, blaming them
on unnamed armed groups.
Witnesses in Iran, who
spoke on condition of anonym-

of the Mankato Normal School,
it made a lot of (misogynistic)
people a wee bit unhappy.
So, Julia Sears was replaced
with an unqualified man and offered a regular teaching position.
That offer was then rescinded
when the position was filled by
someone else, and Sears was es-

sentially fired.
Sears was popular enough
with most of the students at the
time that her being fired from
the Mankato Normal School
resulted in a protest that would
ultimately become known as the
Sears Rebellion. Viva la Sears
Rebellion!

There’s a meme I remember
seeing that went a little something like this:
Two women live most of
their lives together, sign off on
letters to each other with statements like “with deepest love”
and leave the other all of their
worldly possessions.

ity for fear of reprisal, said late
Wednesday they could no longer
access the internet using mobile
devices.
“We’re seeing internet service, including mobile data, being blocked in Iran in the past
couple of hours,” Doug Madory, director of internet analysis at Kentik, Inc., a network
intelligence company, said late
Wednesday.
“This is likely an action by
the government given the current situation in the country,” he
said. “I can confirm a near total
collapse of internet connectivity
for mobile providers in Iran.”
NetBlocks, a London-based
group that monitors internet access, had earlier reported widespread disruptions to both Instagram and WhatsApp.
Facebook parent company
Meta, which owns both platforms, said it was aware that
Iranians were being denied access to internet services. “We
hope their right to be online will
be reinstated quickly,” it said in
a statement.
Earlier on Wednesday, Iran’s
Telecommunications Minister
Isa Zarepour was quoted by
state media as saying that certain restrictions might be imposed “due to security issues,”
without elaborating.

Historians: …Were they like
friends maybe?
It is true that historians can
erase the existence of LGBTQ
people but while Sears never
married and, outside of a two
week courtship, never appears
to have had any close male comCOLUMN on page 9 

HAPPY
HOMECOMING

GOOD LUCK MAVERICKS!

8 • MSU Reporter

Exploited
pandemic to
steal $250M
from food
program
By AMY FORLITI
Associated Press

United States authorities
charged 48 people in Minnesota with conspiracy and
other counts in what they
said Tuesday was the largest pandemic-related fraud
scheme yet, stealing $250
million from a federal program that provides meals to
low-income children.
Federal
prosecutors
say the defendants created companies that claimed
to be offering food to tens
of thousands of children
across Minnesota, then
sought reimbursement for
those meals through the
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s food nutrition programs. Prosecutors say few
meals were actually served,
and the defendants used the
money to buy luxury cars,
property and jewelry.
“This $250 million is the
floor,” Andy Luger, the U.S.
attorney for Minnesota,
said at a news conference.
“Our investigation continues.”
Many of the companies
that claimed to be serving
food were sponsored by a
nonprofit called Feeding
Our Future, which submitted the companies’ claims
for reimbursement. Feeding
Our Future’s founder and
executive director, Aimee
Bock, was among those
indicted, and authorities
say she and others in her
organization submitted the
fraudulent claims for reimbursement and received
kickbacks.
Bock’s attorney, Kenneth
Udoibok, said the indictment “doesn’t indicate guilt
or innocence.” He said he
wouldn’t comment further
until seeing the indictment.
In interviews after law
enforcement searched multiple sites in January, including Bock’s home and offices,
Bock denied stealing money
and said she never saw evidence of fraud.
Earlier this year, the U.S.
Department of Justice made
prosecuting pandemic-related fraud a priority. The department has already taken
enforcement actions related
to more than $8 billion in
suspected pandemic fraud,
including bringing charges
in more than 1,000 criminal
cases involving losses in excess of $1.1 billion.
Federal officials repeatedly described the alleged
fraud as “brazen,” and decried that it involved a program intended to feed children who needed help.
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Minnesota Ojibwe wild rice harvest
By GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO

Associated Press

Seated low in her canoe sliding through a rice bed on this
vast lake, Kendra Haugen used
one wooden stick to bend the
stalks and another to knock
the rice off, so gently the stalks
sprung right back up.
On a mid-September morning, no breeze ruffled the eagle
feather gifted by her grandmother that Haugen wore on
a baseball cap as she tried her
hand at wild rice harvesting —
a sacred process for her Ojibwe
people.
“A lot of reservations are
struggling to keep rice beds,
so it’s really important to keep
these as pristine as we can. ...
It renews our rice beds for the
future,” the 23-year-old college
student said.
Wild rice, or manoomin
(good seed) in Ojibwe, is sacred to Indigenous peoples in
the Great Lakes region, because
it’s part of their creation story — and because for centuries
it staved off starvation during
harsh winters.
“In our origin story, we were
told to go where food grew on
water,” said Elaine Fleming, a
Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe elder whose manoomin class at
Leech Lake Tribal College went
harvesting last week. “It’s our
sacred food.”
But changing climate, invasive species and pollution are
threatening the plant even as its
cultivated sibling rises in popularity nationwide as an exceptionally nutritious food, though
often priced out of reach of urban Indigenous communities.
Those threats make it crucial
to teach young band members
to harvest wild rice respecting
both rituals and the environment. That will help wild rice
remain available as an essential
element for ceremonies, but also

as a much-needed income generator for the Leech Lake reservation, where nearly 40% of
Native residents live in poverty.
The basic instructions for
newbies reflect that dual reality
— respect the rice by not breaking the stems, and if you lose
balance, jump out to avoid tipping the canoe with its precious
cargo.
Fleming gave everyone tobacco from a zip-close bag.
Before scattering it on the
calm water and setting out, the
youths gathered around another
elder praying in Ojibwe — to introduce the group to the natural
elements around them, explain
why it needed their help, ask for
safe passage on the water and
give thanks.
“Any time you take something from the earth, you want
to thank the earth for what she’s
given us,” said Kelsey Burns, a
student and first-time ricer.
That reciprocity between humans and nature is essential to
Ojibwe spirituality. In their stories, the Creator, before bringing
to the earth Anishinaabe, the
first Indigenous person, gathered all animals to ask how they
could help.
“Plants were listening and
chimed in and said, ‘We have
gifts too, so Anishinaabe can
have a good life,’” Fleming explained. “Rice said, ‘We’ll feed
Anishinaabe.’”
In two hours on the water,
the pairs of polers, who stood
steering with 20-foot poles, and
knockers, who rained rice into
the canoe until it formed a thick,
green-brown carpet, gathered
about 35 pounds. Experienced
ricers can harvest a quarter ton
a day.
This year, they can get $6
per pound of rice, a high price
because the two-week harvest is
particularly meager, said Ryan
White. A 44-year-old single
dad, he takes his two boys and a
nephew ricing to help cover the
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Ryan White, front, and Darold Madigan harvest wild rice on Leech Lake
in Minnesota. White, who has been ricing for three decades, says the beds
are “continually shrinking,” which endangers the wild rice’s growth.

bills and for the kids to buy video games.
“You learn the essence of
hard work out here,” he said
while knocking rice on a recent
afternoon, with duct tape over
his trousers’ hem and shoes so
not a grain would be wasted.
“Cleaning the boat real
good,” White explained later as
he swiped the rice into a sack.
“Because of stories we heard of
old times, when … even a handful like this meant a meal or two
for the kids, and at the end of
winter it actually might save
your family.”
“That manoomin is our
brother, that saved us as a
people many different ways,”
said Dave Bismarck, who was
loading about 200 pounds of
just-harvested rice at a nearby
landing. “Ricing to me is real
spiritual. There’s a lot who have
gone home already, and when
I’m ricing, the harder I work …
the closer I am to them.”

But the beds are “continually
shrinking,” said White, who’s
been ricing for three decades.
And that endangers wild rice’s
spiritual and economic gifts.
While some natural cycling is
normal, bad years for wild rice
are becoming more frequent,
said Ann Geisen, a wildlife lake
specialist with the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
“It seems to be tied to climate
change,” she added. “Bigger
storm events when it’s uprooted
and wiped out, we seem to have
more of these. A big bounce (in
water levels) in the spring can
wipe out an entire lake.”
A warming climate can also
damage the plant, whose seeds
need to be close to freezing
on shallow lake bottoms for
months to germinate well, and
brings destructive invasive species and fungi to Minnesota,
Wisconsin and parts of Canada,
wild rice’s only natural habitats.
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FDA concedes delays in formula shortage
By MATTHEW PERRONE
Associated Press

The Food and Drug Administration acknowledged Tuesday that its response to the U.S.
infant formula shortage was
slowed by delays in processing
a whistleblower complaint and
test samples from the nation’s
largest formula factory.
A 10-page report from the
agency offers its first formal account of the factors that led to
the ongoing shortage, which has
forced the U.S. to airlift millions
of pounds of powdered formula
from overseas.
The review zeroed in on several key problems at the agency,
including outdated data-sharing
systems, inadequate staffing and
training among its food inspectors, and poor visibility into formula supply chains and manufacturing procedures.
“For things that are critical
to the public health, if you don’t
have some understanding of
how all the pieces fit together,
then when you get into a crisis
or a shortage you have a real
problem,” FDA Commissioner
Robert Califf told The Associated Press in an interview. “To
a large extent that’s what happened here.”
Califf said the FDA will seek

COLUMN from page 7
panions, she also didn’t appear
to have any close female friends
either. Furthermore, at the end
of her life, Sears lived with her
sister and when she died, her
will dictated her wealth be used
to create a scholarship.
So this means that I have to
ask the obvious question: was


ERIC GAY • Associated Press

The FDA acknowledged Tuesday, Sept. 20, that its response to the national shortage of infant formula was slowed
by delays in processing a whistleblower complaint and test samples from the nation’s largest manufacturing plant.

new authority to compel companies to turn over key information.
One consumer advocate said
the evaluation doesn’t go far
enough to fix the problems.

“This internal evaluation
treats the symptoms of the
disease rather than offering a
cure,” Scott Faber of the Environmental Working Group said
in a statement. “Nothing in this

evaluation addresses the fragmented leadership structure that
led to critical communication
failures.”
The FDA report was overseen by a senior official who

Sears asexual or aromantic or
both?
That’s a tricky question. For
those who are unaware, asexuality means lacking sexual attraction to other people, while
aromantic means lacking in
desire or interest for romantic
relationships. Asxual and aromantic people often abreviate

those terms as ace or aro. When
it comes to Sears, it does appear
that she did not actively pursue
romantic or intimate relationships with anybody at all. Instead, she devoted her life to her
teaching career and students.
Trying to read queer identity
into historical figures is a tricky
and controversial endeaver. I am

certainly not unsympathetic to
criticisms of historians who try
to read queer identity onto those
who are long dead and cannot
deny or clarify claims made
about their identities.
On the flip side, I do think
its important to understand that
queerness is not a modern invention but rather that queer people

interviewed dozens of agency
staffers. It comes nearly eight
months after the FDA shuttered
Abbott’s Michigan plant due to
safety concerns, quickly slashing
domestic production within the
highly concentrated formula industry.
A company whistleblower
had tried to warn the FDA of
problems at the plant in September 2021, but government
inspectors didn’t investigate the
complaints until February after
four infants became sick, resulting in two deaths.
The FDA is still investigating
links between those illnesses and
the formula.
The FDA previously told
Congress that top agency officials didn’t learn about the complaint until February because
of mail delays and a failure to
escalate the Abbott employee’s
allegations. The new report stated that FDA’s “inadequate processes and lack of clarity related
to whistleblower complaints,”
may have delayed getting inspectors to the plant.
“Whistleblower complaints
come into the agency in many
different ways, from many different sources,” said Dr. Steven
Solomon, an FDA veterinary
medicine official who oversaw
the review.

and culture have existed for as
long as there have been people
and culture.
As for Julia Sears, most of
what I have read about her indicates that she was certainly an
ace teacher, even if she wasn’t an
ace or an aro with regards to her
sexual or romantic identity.
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Mavericks to defend Blakeslee Stadium
By CHARLIE GROEBNER
Staff Writer

One of the most important
traditions in the college world
is the week of homecoming. A
time in which students of both
the past, present and future celebrate the history of their schools
and celebrate the memories
they share on campus and their
school spirit.
However, all eyes will be on
the MInnesota State Univeristy
Mankato Mavericks as they
prepare for a Saturday match
up at 2 p.m. in front of an eager
crowd at Blakeslee Stadium. As
they look to close out homecoming week with a victory over the
University of Mary Marauders.
Last week the Mavericks
would fall short against Northern State 22-23, giving MSU
their first loss of the season. In
what was looking to be a blowout loss, the Mavericks would
mount a fourth quarter comeback back but would unfortunately fall short in the final minutes of the game.
The main storyline however has shifted is the position of
quarterback for the Mavericks.
So far this season we have seen
the two sophomore’s Mitch
Randall and Hayden Ekern be
the leaders of the offense. However, a new challenger as seated
himself in true freshman Camden Dean lead the offense during
their comeback. It is unknown
who will be under center for the
Mavericks on Saturday but will
be interesting going forward.
Putting that game behind
them, they look to keep that
same drive and hunger as they
prepare to take on the Marauders. Even for his struggles last
week, Mitch Randall still has

DYLAN ENGEL • The Reporter

If the Mavericks bring home another win, it will tie Minnesota State University, Mankato’s record (11) for consecutive homecoming wins.

his mind set on what is in front
of him and looking to put last
week behind him.
“We want to defend
Blakeslee, especially since were
celebrating its centennial season.
However, the mind set hasn’t
changed. We need to treat our
opponents as equal and come
with the mentality of winning

no matter what.” said Randall
This time there is an added
pressure to show out for everyone going into Saturday’s
matchup at Blakeslee. In their
home opener against University of Minnesota Duluth, they
experienced firsthand the atmosphere of what Blakeslee Stadium could be like this year.

Students and fans packed the
metal bleachers and available
areas to support their Mavericks till the very end. However
even for their large support and
fanbase they will be getting; it
shouldn’t be the thing that will
distract them from the game at
hand.
“It was cool to see the environment with all the fans. How-

ever, can’t let crowd affect your
performance. You got to go out
there and do your job,” said
Randall.
“It’s super cool to see the
support we have; it is going to
be electric. However, there definitely is more of expectation and
importance in going out there
and fighting for a win and not
leave disappointed.”

“It’s a big responsibility here,” Mavericks announce 2022-23 captains
By KARSON BUELOW
Staff Writer
Minnesota State University,
Mankato men’s hockey team
on Sept. 10 announced this
year’s leadership squad; a diverse group of individuals prepared to spark this year’s team
back to the national championship game. Head coach
Mike Hastings announced
that senior forwards Brendan
Furry and Cade Borchardt will
serve as captains alongside junior forward Sam Morton and
junior defenseman Jake Livingstone as alternate captains.
“Usually our process is we
let the players select who they
want as their leaders and we
as a staff try to support that
as much as we can,” Hastings

said. “I’m definitely in support
of that group because I think
it’s a group that has a lot of
experience and each and every
one of them brings something
a little bit different to the table.”
Furry, a Toledo, Ohio native, is heading into his third
year with the program after
recording 44 points in 44
games played last year.
But his journey to collegiate hockey wasn’t like most
others, in fact it almost didn’t
happen at all.
Furry’s original plan was to
enroll at Bowling Green and
to maybe play club hockey, but
a phone call by a nearby friend
took him up I-75 to play AAA
hockey for Belle Tire in Detroit. After his brief year with

LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter

Single game tickets for the Men’s Hockey 2022-23 season at Minnesota
State University, Mankato’s are now on sale.

Belle Tire, Furry decided to set
his sights on junior hockey in

Amarillo, TX.Furry was able
to get a taste of what junior

hockey was like by spending
about a week in Texas before
signing his National Letter
of Intent (NLI) with Niagra.
However, shoulder surgery
threw another fork in the road
for Furry and sent him back
to junior hockey - this time
for Omaha and Tri City. This
would ultimately be his last
stab at junior hockey before
making the transition and
committing to Mankato.
“At some points it is surreal and you take a moment to
reflect and take it all in,” said
Furry.
“It’s a true honor being able
to represent and lead this team
after last season. Just being
able to lead these guys and the
young guys on the same path

HOCKEY on page 14 u
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Training camps open around
NHL after another offseason

Senior Spotlight
Alijah McGhee

KALEB BETWOS • The Reporter

Alijah McGhee, senior linebacker at Minnesota State University,
Mankato was recognized for his performance in the season opener
against the Bemidji State Beavers.

By JULIA BARTON
Editor in Chief
PHELAN M. EBENHACK • Associated Press

Colorado Avalanche center Nathan MacKinnon lifts the Stanley Cup after the team defeated the Tampa Bay
Lightning in Game 6 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals on Sunday, June 26, 2022, in Tampa, Fla.

By STEPHEN WHYNO
Associated Press

Training
camps
open
around the NHL on Thursday
after another short offseason, a
third in a row squeezed by the
pandemic. That doesn’t bother
Colorado Avalanche star Nathan MacKinnon one bit.
For one of hockey’s best
players and his teammates, it’s
already time to get back on
the ice and defend their Stanley Cup title, less than three
months since they knocked off
the back-to-back champion
Tampa Bay Lightning.
“I still feel like I just was
playing,” MacKinnon said. “I
took two weeks off, and then
I started skating again. It’s just
fun. I enjoy it, and I like the
short summer. It feels like the
season’s just kind of rolling
over again.”
The NHL rolls into fall coming off an entertaining playoffs
and final with the chance to
finally get back on a normal
schedule. That means full
camps for teams that got new
coaches and the benefits of a
regular routine.
That means a mere 88 days
between Game 6 of the final
and the first-on ice practice sessions.
“We’re kind of used to it
now,” Tampa Bay goaltender
Andrei Vasilevskiy said after
he and the Lightning lost in the
final for the first time in three
consecutive trips. “It’s a little
harder, of course, because you
don’t have that much time to
rest. It’s basically a few weeks
and you have to get back at
it. But, yeah, I can’t complain.
You want your summers to be
short every year.”
It was a little longer for
Connor McDavid and the Oilers after losing to Colorado
in the West final.Despite the
lack of downtime, McDavid

“wouldn’t trade that in for anything” and aims to make it even
further since Edmonton shored
up its goaltending situation by
adding Jack Campbell.
A few spins of the goalie carousel ended with the Avalanche
acquiring Alexandar Georgiev
from the New York Rangers
and Cup winner Darcy Kuemper landing with Washington.
Joining new teammates, many
of whom hoisted the Cup in
2018, Kuemper is not worried
about less time off.
“It was definitely a very
unique summer,” Kuemper
said. “With how short it was,
you start getting back into the
gym and you’re kind of a little
bit worried that your training’s
going to be so short. But you
kind of felt like you weren’t getting back into shape. You were
already there.”
NEW COACHES
The Oilers are one of several teams settling in for training
camp under a new coach. Jay
Woodcroft took over as interim
coach in February but has the
full-time job now.
“Looking forward to a
camp with him,” McDavid
said. “He did a great job coming in during the middle of the
season, but it’s never easy on a
coach, for sure. I’m sure there’s
things that he wanted to touch
on that you wasn’t able to kind
of in the middle of the year, so
he’ll be able to to touch on all
of it this year.”
The same goes for Bruce
Boudreau in Vancouver, 11
months since being put in
charge of the Canucks. Philadelphia’s John Tortorella, Boston’s Jim Montgomery, Vegas’
Bruce Cassidy, Dallas’ Peter
DeBoer, Florida’s Paul Maurice, Chicago’s Luke Richardson, Detroit’s Derek Lalonde
and the New York Islanders’
Lane Lambert are all starting
the job fresh.

CAMP TRYOUTS
Roughly 40 players are attending a camp on a professional tryout agreement with
the chance to earn a contract
for the season. James Neal has
that opportunity with the Blue
Jackets, and Derek Stepan returned to Carolina to seek a job
with the Hurricanes.
The most intriguing situation involves 37-year-old center
Eric Staal, who agreed to the
tryout with Florida the same
time brother Marc signed a
one-year contract. Younger
brother Jordan was with Eric
and Marc on the 18th green
at Pebble Beach to witness the
occasion.
“They’re both just super
pumped, as was I,” said Jordan Staal, who is the captain of
the Hurricanes. “Eric is excited about the opportunity and
Marc, as well. Really cool. Really cool thing.”
EARLY START
Before the puck drops on the
NHL season in North America
on Oct. 11, the Nashville Predators and San Jose Sharks play
twice in Prague on Oct. 7 and
8. And those are not exhibitions.
“We still play two important
games,” said Sharks forward
Tomas Hertl, who is a native
of Prague. “It’s not just preseason where you coming here to
warm up.”
Colorado and Columbus
will also play two games in
Tampere, Finland, on Nov. 4-5
as part of the NHL’s Global Series.
And just as the league gets
used to a regular schedule,
work is ongoing between the
league and NHL Players’ Association to stage a World Cup
of Hockey in February 2024,
which is popular among players even if it knocks the calendar off kilter again.

Alijah McGhee, a senior
linebacker at Minnesota State
University, Mankato, made
his presence known during
the MSU Football team’s 2022
season opener against the Bemidji State University Beavers.
McGhee returned a fumble 70 yards for a touchdown
and returned an interception
45 yards for another one to
put the Mavericks up 30-13
at halftime. Those heroics
garnered McGhee national
attention, including mentions
in online publications such as
NFLdraftDiamonds.com.
The Mavericks had a close
game of 37-34 and put themselves on the board at 1-0 for
their first conference game and
currently stand at 2-1. Learn-

ing new tricks, McGhee also
plays as nickelback this year.
“With this position, you are
a part of the plays more. I like
that aspect and also adapting
to new positions,” McGhee
said.
One of his proudest accomplishments yet in his career is
the national coverage he was
seen for in his efforts at the Bemidji game.
“Receiving recognition for
the Bemidji game was an honor. That really meant a lot to
me and the team,” McGhee
said.
In hopes of making it further than last season, McGhee
expects the Mavericks to go
far.
“One thing we want is to
make it to the playoffs this year
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that we’ve been on in recent
years and hopefully keep on
that same trajectory.”
Coming off another stellar performance last season,
Borchardt was selected for
the other captaincy role by his
teammates.
The Burnsville, Minn. native, who enters his fourth season with the program, has tallied 65 pts in 82 games played
with Minnesota State.
“I’ve seen the guys that’ve
gotten the opportunity to
wear a letter here and they’re
all guys I’ve gotten to look
up to, so it’s a huge honor,”
Borchardt said. “Growing up
you hope to keep continuing
to play hockey and when I got
the chance to play here that
was special. [Now] having the
honor to wear a letter here is
definitely special.”
In addition to the two highly respected captain nominations, Livingstone was also
nominated by his teammates
to serve as an assistant captain
for this season.
Hailing from Creston, B.C.,
Livingstone has amounted 45
points through two seasons
with the Mavericks in addition to being named “CCHA
Defenseman of the Year” and
“First Team All CCHA” last
season.
“It’s a big responsibility
here and is a huge step to help
me grow as a person and it’s a
huge honor,” said Livingstone.
“You always hope [you’d be
able to represent the program
as a leader], but I didn’t really
think about it much.”

LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter

(From left to right) Sam Morton, Brendan Furry, Cade Borchardt and Jake Livingstone have been announced the 2022-23 season Men’s Hockey captains.

A native of Lafayette,
Colo., Morton was named the
final alternate captain by his
peers for the 2022-23 season.
Entering his third season with
the program, Morton has accounted for 34 pts in 55 games
played with the Mavericks
along with earning “All-Tournament” honors at last year’s
Frozen Four appearance.
“It’s definitely an honor; all
the guys that have come before
me I’ve looked up to and re-
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spected them,” said Morton.
“I think I definitely wanted
to take on a leadership role at
some point, but that doesn’t
necessarily mean wearing a
letter. You can be a leader
without one. I wanted to be
that kind of person to show
the younger guys the culture
of our program.”
Furry, Borchardt, Morton,
and Livingstone, will be faced
with the heavy, but unique
burden of upholding the cul-

ture and values that previous
captains have set before them.
And with historic captains in
the likes of Wyatt Aamodt,
Riese Zmolek, and Marc Michaelis, the guys will definitely
have their hands full.
However, Hastings believes
this year’s slate of captains
can guide them back to another run at a national championship.
“I think each year is
unique, and this group has

decided that that’s the group
they want to follow,” Hastings
said.
“Each team goes through a
different journey and I think
they’ve done a really good job
preparing themselves physically. There’s a lot of different things that go into having
success, but I like where we’re
at at this moment and we just
gotta keep getting better everyday.”

Thursday, September 22, 2022
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Vikings star RB out of rhythm in lopsided loss
By DAVE CAMPBELL
Associated Press

The Minnesota Vikings rarely strayed from a commitment
to rushing over the last five years
since Dalvin Cook was drafted,
a strategy previous coach Mike
Zimmer felt so strongly about
that he more than once publicly
criticized the play-calling by his
offensive coordinator.
The signs of a philosophy
shift have been apparent, beginning with the selection of
Zimmer’s predecessor, Kevin
O’Connell, from the Super Bowl
champion Los Angeles Rams.
After two games, small sample size notwithstanding, the difference is clear.
Cook had a career-low six
carries in the 24-7 loss at Philadelphia on Monday night, and
he has 107 yards on 26 attempts
on the season.
Even with seven catches, tied
for second on the team, Cook
has had a remarkably quiet
start.
“We’ll continue to work
through that to make sure we
get him touches. How are we
packaging plays to not get talked out of running the football?
And I think that’ll be key for us



SENIOR from page 13

in November. Since this is my
last year it’s all or nothing and
I’m giving it my all,” McGhee
said.
It took the Georgia native
some time to warm up to his
new home and see his team in

MATT ROURKE • Associated Press

Minnesota Vikings running back Dalvin Cook (4) runs up field during the second half of an NFL football game
against the Philadelphia Eagles, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022, in Philadelphia.

moving forward. Not just this
week, but a lot of time the rest
of the season,” O’Connell said.
“He’s a very important play-

er to our offense. I have all the
confidence in the world in him,
and I’ve got to do a better job of
making sure that I get him in a

rhythm.”
From 2018-21, quarterback
Kirk Cousins’ first four years in
Minnesota and the first four full

action for the first time during
the 2021 season.
“So I am from the south, and
a lot of the guys here are from
the north and midwest, so just
getting used to the cold weather
and the people up here is something new for me,” McGhee
said.

He has one pre-game ritual
he does before each game.
“I pray in the end zone to
God before every game,” McGhee said.
This year he also switched his
jersey number. “Last year I was
number 11 and this year I am

7. I switched because my little
brother back home is actually
number 7 on his team, too, so
it is a tribute to him and I feel
close to him when I wear the
number.”
As the homecoming game
approaches McGhee expects the
Mavericks to take home another

seasons for Cook after an ACL
tear aborted his rookie year in
Week 4, the Vikings called passes on 49.4% of their first-down
plays. That ranked 20th in the
NFL over that span, according
to Sportradar data.
For second-down distances
of 8 yards and longer, the Vikings were the most infrequent
passing team in the league at
60.2% of those snaps over the
previous four seasons.
This year, they’ve passed
on 61.4% of first downs, per
Sportradar, for the NFL’s second-highest rate. That number,
of course, is influenced by the
fluke occurrence of having only
21 snaps in the first half against
the Eagles after consecutive
three-and-out possessions to
start the game while their opponent hogged the ball on three
80-plus-yard touchdown drives.
The Vikings trailed by three
scores for the entire second
half, increasing their urgency to
throw. But it’s hard to picture a
Zimmer-coached Vikings team
that wouldn’t have at least tried
to mix in a few more runs in a
game like that.
“You kind of have to balance both. It’s kind of hard as a
coach,” Cook said.

homecoming game win.
“If we win this year’s homecoming game it will be the 11th
win in a row,” McGhee said.
If that is the case and the
Mavericks bring home another
win, it will tie MSU’s record for
consecutive homecoming wins.
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Tom Kim for Internationals in Presidents Cup
By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

Tom Kim can be excused
for his mistake Wednesday. The
Presidents Cup is new for the
20-year-old South Korean, just
like it is for seven other players
on the International team that
face a daunting task at Quail
Hollow.
Only this was more a math
mistake than a rookie mistake.
“We’re on 12 today, and he
makes a mistake doing simple
math there,” said Camilo Villegas of Colombia, one of the
assistant captains for the International team. “So I look at the
kid and said, ‘Tom, is that college math?’ He looks at me and
goes, ’Dude, I didn’t even graduate from high school.’”
Kim ticks about every box
when it comes to the fresh faces at this Presidents Cup, which
starts Thursday, only looks are
deceiving.
Yes, at age 20 he is the
youngest player to play for the
International team since Ryo
Ishikawa of Japan was 18 in
2009 at Harding Park. Kim also
has won more tournaments this
year than anyone on his team.
And he brings as much personality as he does game.
He likes to laugh and talk
trash. The team has players from
seven countries who speak four
languages. That’s not a problem.
Kim speaks three languages.
Captain Trevor Immelman
was asked earlier in the week
who would be his starting five
if they were playing basketball.
He had Kim penciled in as his
point guard because of his size
and his “fast mouth.”
Kim’s given name is Joo-

CHRIS CARLSON • Associated Press

Adam Scott, of Australia, Tom Kim and Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, walk up the fifth fairway during practice
for the Presidents Cup golf tournament at the Quail Hollow Club, Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2022, in Charlotte, N.C.

hyung. As a boy, he was so
smitten with Thomas the Tank
Engine that he wanted that for
his name, and eventually it was
shortened to Tom.
Born in South Korea, his
family moved to Australia when
he was a child. He picked up
golf at age 6 and when the cost
of living became too high, his
parents decided to move to the
Philippines. Kim’s golf thrived
even more.
As for the high school math?
As he said in a first-person account for Golf Digest, “College
scouts weren’t coming after me,
and my goal was always to turn

from

507-386-7077

1551 Tullamore St., mankato

pro, so I decided to do it early.”
He was 15.
Kim worked his way through
developmental tours in Asia.
His path was slowed by the
COVID-19 pandemic, and he
spent the last two years on the
Korean tour, winning twice.
He ended last year at No. 131
in the world, and then quickly
made himself known. He won
the Singapore International to
start the year (and was runner-up in the Singapore Open a
week later). He received a sponsor exemption to the Scottish
Open — Korea-based Genesis
is the title sponsor — and fin-

ished third. That sent him on his
way toward a PGA Tour card
and he nailed that a few weeks
later by winning the Wyndham
Championship, where he started
the tournament with a quadruple-bogey 8.
There is very little dull about
Thomas the Tank.
Kim was invited to the Saudi International in February
and shared a table at the press
conference with LIV Golf CEO
Greg Norman to talk about
Saudi money going to the Asian
Tour. But the kid left little doubt
where he always wanted to play.
He was overjoyed at getting

his PGA Tour card, and he’s
even more amped up about the
Presidents Cup, a chance to
hand the mighty American team
its first loss since 1998, before
Kim was even born.
“I’ve dreamt of this as a kid.
For me to be able to represent
the international team is an
absolute honor. So I’m super
pumped,” he said. “I can’t wait
for Thursday to come. I’ve always dreamt of doing crazy fist
bumps because it’s match play.
So I’m really looking forward to
it.”
He won’t have to wait long.
Kim is playing with K.H. Lee of
South Korea in the third of five
matches Thursday in the opening session of fourballs. They
face two-time major champion
Collin Morikawa and big-hitting Cameron Young, five times
a runner-up in his rookie season
on the PGA Tour.
The Americans have all 12
players ranked among the top
25 in the world, and they are
going for their ninth consecutive
victory, playing before a home
crowd at Quail Hollow. They
are heavily favored.
Kim is among four South Koreans on the team, a record for
a golf nation more known for
the major champions and No.
1 players the women have produced. Kim joins Lee, Sungjae
Im and Siwoo Kim. International team assistant K.J. Choi could
not be prouder.
Choi is intrigued by Kim,
describing him with terms like
“very fun” and “cute” and
“many talking.”
“First 15 years, not much
coming for the younger players, the Koreans. But now more
than seven, nine, 10,” Choi said.
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“In the Next Room” hits the stage at MSU

By ANNA WOODS
Staff Writer

Minnesota State University,
Mankato’s Theatre Department
kicks off the first show of the
year with the play “In the Next
Room.” The play advocates for
femininity and explores women’s sexuality in the 1890s, both
of which were considered taboo
topics. Dr. Givings experiments
with clinical devices to cure
women’s hysteria by bringing
women to orgasm. While in his
at-home medical office, located off the living room, his wife
attempts to tend to their newborn but becomes interested in
her husband’s work in the next
room. When a new “hysterical”
patient and her husband introduce their relationship struggles,
the Giving’s analyze their own
marriage and its flaws.
Director and Minnesota State
Mankato, University student,
Sarah Honerman, shared her
excitement and stress about the
preparation for opening night.
“In terms of the rehearsal
process, we started the second
day of school,” said Honerman.
“We cast the show the first day
of school, and we’ve just been
rehearsing since. In terms of
me prepping ahead of time, I’ve
been prepping since last spring.
It’s been a labor of love.”
Sarah Ruhl’s work has always been favored by Honerman. “In The Next Room” was
specifically chosen because it’s a
subject that is still being spoken
about and advocated for today.
“I fell in love with it several years ago,” said Honerman.
“Now that I’m a wife and moth-

LILLY ANDERSON • The Reporter

Opening for “In The Next Room” was yesterday, Sept. 21 and shows until Sept. 24 in the Andreas Theatre. The
play challenges how mental and sexual health for women was tackled in the past, and what it means for today.

er, this show really resonated
with me.”
Since the play touches on
uncomfortable topics such as
orgasms and sexual curiosity,
it can bring uneasy feelings to
both the cast and the audience.
“Despite the fact that this
play is set in, you know, the
1890s it’s still a very relevant
message today. Being able to
communicate with others, it’s
just so important,” said Honerman.
The biggest challenge of the
play was getting the cast and
crew comfortable discussing the
uncomfortable subject matter.
Honerman said she noticed how
the cast’s comfortability shifted
as they prepared for the show.

“I think helping actors not
feel super self-conscious about
the subject matter at hand and
being able to find the humor
in these moments. That allows
the audience then to laugh and
breathe as well and not just feel
awkward,” said Honerman.
“Honestly they’ve all grown
incredibly throughout this process. It’s been really cool to
watch their comfort levels shift
and change.”
The play introduces vulnerability to the stage which can be
difficult for some. Natalie Suarez, a senior at MSU, plays the
main role of Mrs. Givings, a curious wife. Suarez auditioned for
this role because she was asked
by Honerman.

“[Honerman] was like, ‘do
you know about this play?’”
said Suarez. “I love this story. I
think it’s really good.”
Suarez prepared for her role
by reading about the historical
relevance behind the show.
“I read a lot about the history
of it, the hysteria symptoms and
the treatments at the time, just
to kind of see what the world
was like at the time,” said Suarez. “It’s really helpful to put
your brain in the perspective of
the time period, especially with
historical stuff like this.”
When putting on a show
as powerful as “In The Next
Room,” historical accuracy is
necessary. Along with Suarez’s
preparation, she shared her

challenges while practicing for
opening night.
“It’s just a challenging show,
like in every aspect, like mentally, physically, emotionally,”
said Suarez. “Vulnerability is the
biggest thing.
Learning how to be vulnerable with myself and with my
classmates.”
Even though this show comes
with challenges, the wit and intelligence in Ruhl’s writing is
what makes the show entertaining.
“[Ruhl] takes very serious
subject matters and is able to
make the audience laugh, but
still get the point. At the same
time, this is such a heavy subject
area in terms of how doctors
treated hysteria and what hysteria even was,” said Honerman.
“[Sarah Ruhl] has got such a
poetical way of speaking and
hitting humor but also hitting
the heart of what she’s trying to
get across.”
Overall, Honerman hopes
the audiences take a meaningful
message from the play.
“The biggest thing I hope
audiences get out of the show is
knowing that if we are unable
to communicate our emotions if
we just bottle them up and don’t
talk that it can just lead to this
isolation that becomes so hard
to dig ourselves out of,” said
Honerman.
“In The Next Room” debuts
at MSU Sept. 21-24 at 7:30
p.m. in the Andreas Theatre at
the Earley Center for Performing Arts. For the general public,
tickets are $10, $9 for seniors
and children under 16 and $5
for MSU students.
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“Don’t Look Up” director
gives to climate activists

Thursday, September 22, 2022

Sour Patch cookies at Insomnia
By LAUREN VISKA
Staff Writer

DAMIAN DOVARGANES • Associated Press

Adam McKay, director of the film “Don’t Look Up,” joins members of
the Youth Climate Los Angeles coalition and others protesting climate
change in Los Angeles, Friday, March 18, 2022.

By KATHLEEN RONAYNE
Associated Press

In director Adam McKay’s
“Don’t Look Up,” a 2021 satire about two scientists who
try in vain to warn the world
about a planet-destroying
comet, the scientists’ desperate plea for action ultimately
doesn’t work.
But don’t take that as McKay’s view on the power of activism to change the course of
the climate crisis, the existential threat his movie was really
about.
McKay on Tuesday plans to
announce a $4 million donation to the Climate Emergency
Fund, an organization dedicated to getting money into
the hands of activists engaged
in disruptive demonstrations
urging swifter, more aggressive
climate action. It’s the largest
donation the fund has received
since it started in 2019. He
joined the organization’s board
in August.

Climate change is “extremely alarming, extremely frightening, and quickly becoming
the only thing I’m thinking
about on a daily basis, even
as I’m writing scripts and directing or producing,” McKay
said in a recent interview with
The Associated Press.
From the overthrowing of
monarchies to labor movements and the Civil Rights
Era, activism is an “incredibly
kinetic, powerful, transformative” force that’s created
change throughout history, he
said.
The Climate Emergency
Fund has awarded $7 million
to organizations supporting
volunteer climate activists
around the globe. Those activists have done everything
from marching in the streets of
France to urge people to “look
up” — a reference to McKay’s
film — to demonstrating on
the water near West Virginia
Sen. Joe Manchin’s boat about
the need for federal climate legislation.
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Minnesota State University,
Mankato students love having
a late-night snack at Insomnia Cookies in the University
Square Mall - especially when
there’s free cookies involved!
On Sept. 20, Insomnia
Cookies hosted a PJ party at
their 225+ locations worldwide. The event went on from
9 p.m. until closing time. Along
with the pajama party, they
dropped two new kinds of
cookies available for a limited
time. This limited edition cookie is a sugar cookie filled with
raspberry Sour Patch Kids®
center and then topped with
Sour Patch Kids® Bitz. The
cookies will be available until
the store runs out.
During this event, they had
deals for a limited time. Their
usual 6-pack cookie box was
$6 instead of $12, and the 12pack was $12 instead of $20.
Students could also get a free
classic cookie if they wore pajamas. Some of the classic cookies at Insomnia Cookies include
Classic Chocolate Chunk,
Double Chocolate Mint, and
many other delicious flavors.
Many students came to this
event to get a free cookie. After
all, who would say no to a free
cookie? Students were lined out
the door all night long, dressed
in their pj’s, in anticipation to
try the new cookie flavor.
Hunter Russell, an MSU
graduate, was dressed up in a
Stitch onesie and waiting outside the doors 15 minutes before the event started. Once the
event began, Russell was the
first one to order. They ordered

AJAY KASAUDHAN • The Reporter

Insomnia cookies decorated for the occasion: new flavor drop and giveaway cookies to students who fit the theme. The line reached past the
door, giving the workers an exciting night.

a 6-pack box of the Classic
Double Chocolate Mint.
“I live close by, just down
the hill, so it’s super close for
me. I’ve come here a couple of
times,” said Russell. “My go-to
flavor is the Double Chocolate
Mint.”
Having a place to come after hours and snag a snack is
what many students like about
Insomnia Cookies. Freshmen at
MSU, Peighton Buck, said she
likes the concept of Insomnia
Cookies.
“I like being able to come
here late at night and get a
cookie,” said Buck. “My go-to
is the Chocolate Chunk.”
Many students hesitated to
buy the new cookie because its
continents were interesting. But
one brave student tried it and
said it was not bad.
Transfer student Kate McGurk said that the Sour Patch

GOOD LUCK
Mavs!

Kid cookie intrigued her.
“I liked Sour Patch Kids
growing up, and this just
seemed interesting,” said McGurk. “It was different than the
cookie I normally get, which is
the Confetti one.”
Insomnia Cookies has so
many locations around the
world, and for students like
a sophomore at MSU, Rynn
Skof, it reminds her of home.
“I have one in my hometown and haven’t been home in
a while,” said Skof. “I like having one here close to my apartment in Summit as it’s only a
five-minute walk.”
The Sour Patch Cookie will
only be available to purchase
for a limited time. Insomnia
Cookies will sell them until
they run out, which the workers expect to be at the end of
the week. So, students must act
fast if they want to try the limited cookie.
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Theater community for
anti-censorship podcast
By MARK KENNEDY
Associated Press

The theater community is
banding together for a special
podcast to combat censorship
that features performances
from plays and musicals under threat and appearances by
Bryan Cranston, Raúl Esparza, Celia Keenan-Bolger and
Richard Kind.
The Dramatists Legal Defense Fund’s “Banned Together: An Anti-Censorship Podcast” has readings, scenes and
snippets from works including Tony Kushner’s “Angels
in America,” Jonathan Larson’s “Rent” and Eve Ensler’s
“The Vagina Monologues.”
It is available to download
now through Sept. 24 in conjunction with Banned Books
Week.
“Boldly putting this art
out there is really important,”
said Tony-winner and Pulitzer
Prize finalist Lisa Kron, who is
twice represented on the podcast.
Her song with Jeanine Tesori “Changing My Major”
from “Fun Home” is heard,
and Kron also performs a
scene from “The Vagina
Monologues.”
Other plays featured include Branden Jacobs-Jenkins’ “An Octoroon,” Paula
Vogel’s “Indecent,” Alice
Childress’ “Trouble in Mind,”
Moisés Kaufman’s “The Laramie Project,” Nilo Cruz’s
“Anna in the Tropics” and
“My Name is Rachel Corrie”
by Rachel Corrie.
Highlights include Cranston playing lawyer Roy Cohn
and Kind playing his doctor
in a scene from “Angels in
America,” Keenan-Bolger doing a monologue from “My
Name is Rachel Corrie” and
Esparza reading a devastating section from “The Laramie Project.” The Stonewall
Chorale performs “Seasons of
Love” from “Rent.”
The podcast makes clear
that producers and schools
sometimes face local pressure
to avoid or scrap plans for
plays and musicals that explore race and sexuality.
“Every time there have
been steps forward in terms
of widening civil rights, enfranchisement, the American
promise that involves a multiracial, multi-gendered, full
enfranchisement and much
fuller democracy — every single time that’s happened, there
has been a violent backlash.
And that’s happening right
now,” Kron said.
The podcast is hosted by
Dramatists Legal Defense
Fund board members Lydia
Diamond and Cheryl Davis.
Greg Jarrett serves as music
director.
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Met Opera to open season with ‘Medea’
By MIKE SILVERMAN
Associated Press

The first time Sondra Radvanovsky opened the Metropolitan Opera season, she played a
mother who contemplates murdering her two young sons as revenge against her faithless lover.
Five year later she’s back in
a role that’s strikingly similar —
with one crucial difference.
“You know, the last opening
night I didn’t quite get to killing
the kids, but this time I succeeded,” Radvanovsky said, indulging in a bit of gallows humor.
Such moments of levity are
in short supply in Luigi Cherubini’s “Medea,” a work of almost unrelenting intensity that
premiered in Paris in 1797 and
is having its first-ever Met production to inaugurate the new
season on Sept. 27.
The composer and his librettist, François-Benoît Hoffman,
based their story of the legendary sorceress on the play by
Euripides (and an adaptation
by Pierre Corneille). Medea,
abandoned by her lover Jason
(Giasone in the opera), takes revenge by killing his new bride,
the bride’s father and — after
considerable hesitation — her
own children, punishing Jason
by leaving him without an heir.
“Even though it was composed in the 18th century, it’s
very relatable to today’s times,”
said Peter Gelb, the Met’s general manager, “It’s the story of
a woman who has been grossly
mistreated, who embraces her
rage and does something about
it. Of course I’m not suggesting
mothers should kill their children, but she’s a woman who
fights back.”
He said the decision to stage
“Medea” was based largely on
Radvanovsky’s desire to perform it.
“When we decide to do new
productions, one reason is to
create a vehicle for one of our
leading artists who we think
will shine in a particular role,”
Gelb said. “Quite frankly, we
wouldn’t have done ‘Medea’ if
she wasn’t interested.”

Radvanovsky said she was
drawn to the part because “she’s
just such a complex character.
“She has these different aspects of her personality, as I
think we all do,” she said, “and
you see it start to fracture in a
way to justify killing her children.”
Radvanovsky said Medea remains “conflicted right up until
the moment she decides,” and
the tipping point comes when
she hears Jason lamenting the
death of his new wife.
“She’s basically thinking,
‘Yeah, you’re crying over her,
but you don’t care about your
children. I’m going to give you
something to cry about now,’”
Radvanovsky said. “It’s dark.”
Dark suits the American-Canadian soprano just fine. “I
really love dark and brooding
and dying,” she said, and many
of her roles at the Met would
seem to bear that out, from the
doomed Leonora in Verdi’s “Il
Trovatore” to the Tudor queens
of Donizetti, to the self-sacrificing Druid priestess in Bellini’s
“Norma.” It was in that last
role that she opened the season
in 2017.
Vocally, too, a heroine-in-extremis is well-suited to her
thrilling, powerful sound and
her willingness to sacrifice sheer
beauty of tone for dramatic impact.
James Jorden, creator and
editor of the opera blog Parterre
Box, who has followed Radvanovsky’s career closely, praised
her ability to “balance regal
dignity and fierce passion to an
electrifying effect.
“And the role of Medea
should lie in the most effective
and brilliant part of her voice,”
he added, “specially in the third
act when the character is in supreme frenzy.”
The “Medea” being performed at the Met isn’t quite
as Cherubini wrote it. Originally it was “Médée,” a French
“opera-comique,” which didn’t
mean it was a comedy but rather part of a tradition in which
musical numbers were interspersed with spoken dialogue.
The Met is doing it in Italian
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This image released by The Metropolitan Opera shows soprano Sondra
Radvanovsky in the title role of Cherubini’s “Medea,” which opens the
Metropolitan Opera season on Sept. 27.

and replacing the dialogue with
sung recitative. The production reunites the soprano with
McVicar, under whose guiding
hand she has enjoyed many of
her biggest successes. It also
stars tenor Matthew Polenzani
as Giasone, soprano Janai Brugger as his bride Glauce, bass

Michele Pertusi as her father
Creonte and mezzo Ekaterina
Gubanova as Medea’s attendant Neris, and will be conducted by Carlo Rizzi.
The matinee performance
on Oct. 22 will be shown live
in HD to movie theaters worldwide.
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Amanda Gorman talks poem, presidency
By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr.
Associated Press

When Amanda Gorman was
invited to read a newly developed poem at the U.N. General
Assembly, the young sensation
took a deep look at how several
societal issues — such as hunger
and poverty — have impacted
Earth’s preservation.
Just like her stirring inauguration poem last year, Gorman
felt compelled to express the impact of unity through her poetic
words on the opening day of the
77th session Monday in New
York. The 24-year-old poet
created “An Ode We Owe” in
hopes of bringing all nations together to tackle various issues of
disparity along with preserving
the planet.
Gorman once again graced
center stage in front of world
leaders. Her fame exploded after she recited her poem “The
Hill We Climb” at President
Joe Biden’s inauguration, which
made her the youngest inaugural poet in U.S. history. Her
poem quickly topped bestsellers
lists and made her one of the
most in-demand poets, putting
her on other big stages like the
Super Bowl and in an interview
with Oprah Winfrey.
In an exclusive interview with
The Associated Press on Sunday, Gorman talked about her
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Amanda Gorman recites a poem during an event called “SDG Moment” at United Nations headquarters, Monday, Sept. 19, 2022. The event is meant to highlight the urgency of sustainable development goals.

hopes for the U.N. poem, her
future presidency plans, resentment she’s gotten toward her
commercial success and wanting
to someday write a novel.
Remarks have been edited
for clarity and brevity.
AP: What do you want lis-

teners to take away from your
poem?
GORMAN: What I hope
people can garner from the
poem is that while issues of
hunger and poverty and illiteracy can feel Goliath and are so
huge, it’s not necessarily that
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these issues are too large to be
conquered. But they’re too large
to be stepped away from.
AP: How important is having
a young voice like yourself to
speak at the General Assembly?
GORMAN: When I was
writing this poem, I kept getting

flashbacks of several years ago
when I came to New York for
the first time. I was 16 and I was
coming as the United Nations
delegate for the Commission on
the Status of Women. That was
the first time I’d really ever engaged the U.N. as a space in any
way. I just remember not seeing
people who looked as young as
me. I started marinating on this
idea of “I want to come back
someday in the future. I want to
be a presenter.” I’m not here to
speak on behalf of young people, but to speak alongside and
with them.
GORMAN: I actually think
that there’s swaths of the population which has yet to be engaged or activated around the
Sustainable Development Goals.
So much of what I like to do in
the poem is making sure that we
raise awareness around these issues and show that these goals
do exist.
AP: Do you still plan to run
for president someday?
GORMAN: Yes, that’s still
the case. I obviously have a long
way to go — not just in terms of
years, but in terms of learning.
AP: Do you aspire to write
something besides poetry?
GORMAN: I would love to
get out some more prose, some
more essay writing. You’ll definitely get more than just a verse
for me.

