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Denim Day Shows Solidarity

EMMA JOHNSON EMMA JOHNSON • The Reporter• The Reporter
Student and faculty wore denim Wednesday in honor to raise awareness of sexual assault and survivors. The day originated after an Italian court case overturned a Student and faculty wore denim Wednesday in honor to raise awareness of sexual assault and survivors. The day originated after an Italian court case overturned a 
ruling saying the 18-year old wasn’t a victim of sexual assault because “by wearing jeans that tight, it must have been consensual as you can’t get the jeans off yourself.” ruling saying the 18-year old wasn’t a victim of sexual assault because “by wearing jeans that tight, it must have been consensual as you can’t get the jeans off yourself.” 
The senators and congresswomen showed up wearing jeans in support of the victim the following day. VARP Director Rachel Maccabee said on the last Wednesday of The senators and congresswomen showed up wearing jeans in support of the victim the following day. VARP Director Rachel Maccabee said on the last Wednesday of 
April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, “People wear denim to show their support and send the message that we believe victims and survivors.” April, which is Sexual Assault Awareness Month, “People wear denim to show their support and send the message that we believe victims and survivors.” 

Minnesota State’s newly elected 
Student Government held its first 
meeting Wednesday and elected 
Abbey Andree as the speaker for 
the 2024-25 academic year.

Andree resigned from her sen-
ator role and took the position 
of speaker after being sworn in. 
The speaker acts as the unbiased, 
non-voting member who runs 
meetings and collects votes. 

Andree ran against Senator An-
drew Colleran. Andree said their 
goals included making a stream-
lined orientation for new senators 
and implementing one-on-one dis-
cussions with each senator once a 
semester. 

“My biggest goal is to ensure 
that every student, both in student 
government and out, feels involved 
and heard in these processes,” An-
dree said.

Earlier this semester, Andree 
helped pass the resolution to pro-

tect Pro-Palestinian voices, in 
which Andree had to make nearly 
20 amendments. Senator Emily 
Dittrich said Andree remained 
neutral in passing the resolution. 

“It was something really im-
portant to the students who had 
come to create that resolution and 
even though there were amend-
ments that needed to be made, she 

ensured that she was very respect-
ful to the original resolution, as 
well as what was required of her as 
a senator,” Dittrich said. 

Upon voting for the new speak-
er, the election failed to reach 60% 
of the vote for one of the candi-
dates, causing the senate to return 
to discussion points. Andree and 
Colleran were brought back up for 
questioning where they were asked 
about what it would mean for them 
to be given the role of speaker. 

Colleran said he would be “a 
support system” while Andree said 
she would “always champion being 
an unbiased support for everyone 
involved.” After the senate voted 
again, Andree received the major-
ity vote. 

Former Student Government 
President Sierra Roiger acted as a 
temporary speaker until Andree 
was elected. 

The student government will 
reconvene in the fall on the first 
Wednesday of the academic year. 

By EMMA JOHNSON
Editor In Chief

Andree chosen as Student Government Speaker

After many years of serv-
ing in the College of Educa-
tion, Dean Jean Haar has an-
nounced her retirement. 

Before coming to Minne-
sota State Haar worked as a 
teacher and served as a high 
school principal. She then 
came to MSU as a faculty 
member in the Department of 
Educational Leadership. Soon 
after, she was offered a dean’s 
position in the College of Ed-
ucation, where she served as 
chief academic officer for the 
college, advocated for student 
opportunities and represent-
ed the college in many other 
ways.

“Faculty members can 
have ideas and interests and 
might ask me as the dean, 
‘Can you support this work or 
can you support these students 
getting involved in this experi-
ence?’ And I want to be able to 
say yes, try to figure out how 
to make that happen because 
I know the difference that 
makes in people’s experiences,” 
said Haar.

Haar provided leader-
ship and strategic direction 
to guide the college’s work 
around racial equity and to 
make changes in policies, pro-
cedures, and practices to ad-
vance the vision, commitment 
and values. 

She provided support and 
development of the aviation 
professional pilot program to 
include securing and main-
taining national accreditation 
and in partnership with North 
Star Aviation securing two 
CRJ700 Jet Simulators for use 
as a capstone for the program, 
and to provide students with 
quality preparation for ongo-
ing training expectations in 
the industry.

Moreover, Haar increased 
yearly student scholarships 
from $60,000 to $445,000. 
Throughout her service at 
MSU, she connected with dif-
ferent student groups to listen 
to their concerns and help 
them overcome obstacles on 
the way to success. 

Haar said she was con-
stantly thinking about ways to 
support students and create a 
supportive and encouraging 
culture.

“I feed a lot off of listen-
ing to others and if they have 

By AMALIA SHARAF
Staff Writer

Jean Haar 
Retires
After
Stellar
Service

RETIREMENTRETIREMENT on page 2 on page 2 

ALEXIS DARKOW ALEXIS DARKOW • The Reporter• The Reporter
Abbey Andree was sworn in and elected as the Speaker for the 92nd Student Abbey Andree was sworn in and elected as the Speaker for the 92nd Student 
Government. Government. 
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ST. PETER’S FIRST BREWERY SINCE 1942!

108 S. Minnesota Ave., St. Peter  |  507-934-0061  |  www.paddlefishbrewing.com
Hours: Monday-Tuesday, Closed; Wednesday-Thursday, 3-9pm; Friday, 2-10pm; 

Saturday, 12pm-10pm; Sunday, 11am-6pm

An Editor’s Note explaining 
the term “drag” was sent out in 
May 1975 in response to a news 
article in The Reporter about an 
unusual kind of campus perfor-
mance. 

Jim Chalgren, director of the 
campus LGBT center in the 1970s, 
saw the Ms. Mankato Drag Race 
as a “right of expression.” It has 
since evolved into the well-known 
and continuous Gender Bender 
drag show on campus. It is a liv-
ing example of Chalgren’s vision 
for promoting student freedom of 
expression. 

The next drag show is 7 p.m. 
Friday in the CSU Ballroom. 
Zeke Sorenson, the director of the 
LGBT Center, said this event is 
only for student performers and 
organizers. Sorenson said they 
were simply there to help advise 
the students and get them what 
they needed. They decided to do 
this because of student interest 
and conflicting schedules with 
Drag Me With A Spoon, another 
drag group that performs regular-
ly  on campus. Sorenson said they 
didn’t want to cancel the show, so 
they created a student drag show.  

“The idea of just having a 
show focused on students to give 
students the opportunity to take 
leadership roles and help plan it 
has a lot of benefits for the stu-
dents,” said Sorenson. “I liked the 
idea of having a show focusing on 
students, and my hope is that this 
creates a new tradition that the 
fall show will be professional drag 
queens, and then the spring show, 
from here on out, we’ll always be 
student-focused.” 

Students could sign up at the 
beginning of April. They either 
emailed Sorenson or filled out a 
form using the poster’s QR code. 
This past Sunday, there was a 
workshop where students learned 
to do drag makeup and got per-
formance tips. 

Sorenson said they learned a 
lot from this process. 

“I learned about drag myself. 
I go to shows. But getting to see 
the kind of students with more 
experience than me talk about 
some of those makeup tutorials 
and performance tips and learn a 
little bit about that side of it,” said 
Sorenson. “When students have a 
passion for something, they tend 
to rise to the occasion and excel. 
It’s been cool to see the students 

who have been planning it with 
the performers and all the work 
and time that they’ve been putting 
into this.” 

Sorenson said one thing about 
this drag show is while it is free for 
admittance, tipping is appreciated. 

“That’s a big part of drag cul-
ture. For those that have never 
been to a drag show, it’s always 
customary to tip performers, even 
if it’s just a $1 bill, to show your ap-
preciation for the performances,” 
said Sorenson. “While these are 
student performers, students can 
always use a little extra cash too, 
so I told them that we would allow 
audience members to tip.” 

Sorenson said attending drag 
shows can help dispel myths about 
drag, as there is a lot of misinfor-
mation about drag shows. 

“They can see that it’s not what 
has necessarily been talked about 
or focused on in conversations or 
rhetoric surrounding drag shows,” 
Sorenson said. “Also, if it’s some-
thing they’ve never experienced, 
it’s always good for students to 
experience things that are outside 
of their comfort zones but are also 
outside of their own personal ex-
periences, helps broaden their 
horizons.”

Courtesy Zeke SorensonCourtesy Zeke Sorenson

Minnesota State’s Memorial 
Library added a new feature to its 
list of services. Students are now 
able to make scheduled podcast 
airings or rent podcast equip-
ment.  

“There was a demand from 
the communication department 
for a podcasting room where it 

is more accessible, and where 
students have more availability 
in hours. Because the building is 
open until midnight, and during 
finals till two, we thought this 
might be the best place for it,” 
said Michael Gutiérrez, Director 
of Library Operations and Access 
Services. 

The podcast studio was avail-
able for services from the start 

NATE TILAHUN NATE TILAHUN • The Reporter• The Reporter

Drag show on campus.  Wanda Gag, Hellen Heaven, Luna Muse, Hunky Dory and Luscious Rose from left to right.Drag show on campus.  Wanda Gag, Hellen Heaven, Luna Muse, Hunky Dory and Luscious Rose from left to right.

Students are now able to make podcasts in the Memorial Library by renting Students are now able to make podcasts in the Memorial Library by renting 
the equipment for high quality content. the equipment for high quality content. 

Drag show highlights student
performers 

Podcast studio opens in
Memorial Library 

By LAUREN VISKA
Staff Writer

By EPHRATA BEZUAYENE
Staff Writer

something and if it’s going to be 
positive and impact students, I’m 
all in,” said Haar. “And that’s the 
part I like about this position. You 
get to try to get rid of the barriers 
or remove things that might get in 
the way and just create these op-
portunities.”

Haar said she feels the goal of 
creating a supportive culture was 
accomplished and with her step-
ping away from the position, there 
are people who will continue and 
advance the work.

“I always say, one person leav-
ing shouldn’t curtail or stop any 

part of the work. I really feel, when 
I look at who’s in what position, 
who the faculty are, who the staff 
are, that we’re in a good place,” 
said Haar. “That’s an accomplish-
ment that I think is awesome.”

Haar accomplished many of 
her goals and improved many 
programs within the college. 

“It really has been awesome 
and humbling to hear from peo-
ple who are acknowledging and 
thanking me for my service and 
my time and sharing the impact 
that us working together made,” 
said Haar. “I was really apprecia-
tive of that acknowledgement.”

Once retired, she will spend 
more time with her grandkids 
while also volunteering in differ-
ent organizations.

“I don’t like homelessness and 
knowing that there are people 
who do not have enough food. I 
think I will volunteer at nonprof-
its that are really trying to think 
about how to make sure people 
have a secure place to be at night 
and while they’re struggling,” said 
Haar. 

“I know I’ll do something with 
education, which really is back to 
connecting with students.”

RETIREMENTRETIREMENT from page 1from page 1

PODCASTPODCAST on page 10on page 10
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About one-quarter of U.S. 
adults age 50 and older who are not 
yet retired say they expect to nev-
er retire and 70% are concerned 
about prices rising faster than their 
income, an AARP survey finds.

About 1 in 4 have no retirement 
savings, according to research re-
leased Wednesday by the organi-
zation that shows how a graying 
America is worrying more and 
more about how to make ends 
meet even as economists and poli-
cymakers say the U.S. economy has 
all but achieved a soft landing after 
two years of record inflation.

Everyday expenses and housing 
costs, including rent and mortgage 
payments, are the biggest reasons 
why people are unable to save for 
retirement.

The data will matter this elec-
tion year as Democratic President 
Joe Biden and Republican rival 
Donald Trump are trying to win 
support from older Americans, 
who traditionally turn out in high 
numbers, with their policy propos-
als.

The AARP’s study, based on 
interviews completed with more 
than 8,000 people in coordination 
with the NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research, finds that one-
third of older adults with credit 

card debt carry a balance of more 
than $10,000 and 12% have a bal-
ance of $20,000 or more. Addition-
ally, 37% are worried about meet-
ing basic living costs such as food 

and housing.
“Far too many people lack ac-

cess to retirement savings options 
and this, coupled with higher pric-
es, is making it increasingly hard 

for people to choose when to re-
tire,” said Indira Venkateswaran, 
AARP’s senior vice president of 
research. “Everyday expenses con-
tinue to be the top barrier to saving 

more for retirement, and some old-
er Americans say that they never 
expect to retire.”

The share of people 50 and old-
er who say they do not expect to 
retire has remained steady. It was 
23% in January 2022 and 24% that 
July, according to the study, which 
is conducted twice a year

“We are seeing an expansion of 
older workers staying in the work-
force,” said David John, senior stra-
tegic policy advisor at the AARP 
Public Policy Institute. He said this 
is in part because older workers 
“don’t have sufficient retirement 
savings. It’s a problem and its likely 
to continue as we go forward.”

Based on the 2022 congressio-
nal elections, census data released 
Tuesday shows that voters 65 and 
older made up 30.4% of all voters, 
while Gen Z and millennials ac-
counted for 11.7%.

Biden has tried to court older 
voters by regularly promoting a 
$35 price cap on insulin for people 
on Medicare. He trumpets Medi-
care’s powers to negotiate directly 
with drugmakers on the cost of 
prescription medications.

Trump, in an interview with 
CNBC in March, indicated he 
would be open to cuts to Social 
Security and Medicare. The former 
president said “there is a lot you 
can do in terms of entitlements, in 
terms of cutting.”

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
The Associated Press

Adults find it harder to retire

CHARLIE RIEDEL CHARLIE RIEDEL • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
A quarter of U.S. adults over the age of 50 have no retirement savings, according to a new AARP survey — and 70% of people A quarter of U.S. adults over the age of 50 have no retirement savings, according to a new AARP survey — and 70% of people 
surveyed are worried about prices rising faster than their income. surveyed are worried about prices rising faster than their income. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL MSU GRADUATES AND

BEST OF LUCK ON ALL
YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS!

PRESIDENT INCH

If anyone were to ask me if I 
have any regrets throughout my 
time at MSU it would be that I 
didn’t join the Reporter earlier. 

As I reflect about my time that 
I had in Mankato and on campus 
it is crazy at how fast my time went 
by.

Coming to Mankato I had no 
idea what my college career would 
entail. I had no idea what I would 
make of it or what if I would find 
a passion. 

Once I joined my new-found 
second family at the newspaper I 
can truly say that I have found my 
passion and I have grown not only 
in my career but as an individual. 

I started as a staff writer and am 
ending my journey here as a News 
Editor (and a front desk manager). 
I found the beauty in the world of 
Division II sports and got to cover 
some of our schools best athletes. 
I also started my own column “A 
Diabetic Talks” with a goal to raise 
awareness for the disease. 

I could talk all day about the 
stories I wrote and things I accom-
plished but that is not what made 
the Reporter special. 

The people here gave me my 
college experience. 

They pushed me to be who I 
am, they challenged me, they be-
came some of my best friends and 
they are what I’ll miss as I move 
back home. 

So to commemorate the people 
I have met and grown with, I would 
like to say a few words. 

The first person I met here was 
Jake so I’ll start there.  Jake is one 
of the most quintessential parts 
of the office and hopefully will be 
my predecessor as a “manager”. 
He helps me grind everyday to get 
coupon books and newspapers in 
the students hands. He also grinds 
with me in Clash Royale, Wordle 
and Connections. He is my right 
hand man at the front desk and 
my biggest rival and competitor. It 
has been amazing to crack through 
your shell and get to know you. Go 
win Wordle next year now that I’m 

gone. 
Next the ad reps. You guys are 

the driving force for this place 
and what keeps it running. To El-
lie, Ethan, Kendra and Roman I 
am glad you guys gave this job a 
chance. It always made our days 
more interesting when you would 
come out of your offices to talk and 
hang out. Keep this place in good 
hands next year. Continue to walk 
the road that Mia and Dom paved.

My big bro Sam Ladendorf is 
the Ad Rep Manager. I will forever 
appreciate our yap sessions about 
anything nerdy. Whether we were 
talking about Game of Thrones, 
Quentin Tarantino, Red Dead Re-
demption II  or any music genre 
we always somehow held the same 
opinion. You always offer life ad-
vice and professional advice and if I 
were to offer you any it would be to 
finally watch Dune 2. 

To the editorial squad, thanks 

for being so awesome. We spent 
hours on end together and some-
how never got sick of one another. 
Our Editor In Chief Emma has 
followed in the footsteps of Julia 
Barton and has succeeded fully 
and done nothing short of an ex-
ceptional job. With all the stress 
that comes with the position she 
has handled it perfectly and I know 
the office will strive next year. Our 
rivalry in Connections will be 
missed and I promise I was never 
cheating. Maybe if you’re lucky we 
can run back one more tourna-
ment next year. 

Mercedes is the Variety Editor 
and someone who has also done 
amazing at her role. From the 
chicken toss to the weekly exper-
iments your voice shined through 
in our papers and I know that will 
continue in your career. Despite 
knowing you prior to my time 
here, you have gone from my sis-
ter’s friend to my own friend and 

I am glad I got to know you better 
this year. 

To the Sports Editor Mohamed, 
you have been my rock in the of-
fice. I am so grateful you came here 
from North Carolina and I got to 
learn all about your life and our 
differing cultures. This place has 
given me a lot of friends but it has 
also given me a brother in you. I 
could write so much but just know, 
you’re my guy. 

Lastly, Robb and Jane. 
Robb is our consultant and 

man, you were intimidating at first. 
You have taught me so much about 
the world of journalism and you 
have pushed me to be my best. I 
am honored to have learned from 
you and I can’t wait to get that pint 
of beer Thursday. 

Jane is the greatest of all time. 
The G.O.A.T.. The amount of life 
advice you gave me, the amount of 
laughs you provided and the way 

you took me in I will forever be 
grateful for. As you say, you know 
me better than I know myself and 
it is beyond appreciated how you 
always want the best for me and 
every person that walks through 
your door. You listen to every word 
I share with you and the care you 
have radiates off of you daily. You 
have been a mentor to me and I will 
make sure to text you my New York 
Times scores and keep in touch. 
Thank you for hiring me and being 
the best boss I could ever ask for. 

To my family I just want to say 
thanks. Your support has never 
gone unnoticed and I appreciate all 
you have done for me throughout 
my journey in college. I have loved 
all the good job texts from Mom, 
Dad, Sam and Dino. You guys 
have shown me how to be a good 
kid and have helped me transition 
into the real world. I can’t wait to be 
closer to home and to continue to 
learn from all of you. 

My sister Brooke has been there 
every time I’ve ever needed her in 
Mankato and that was always a re-
lief. You came here first and were 
the reason I picked this college. 
Maybe without you I would have 
never stumbled upon The Report-
er. You are truly the cool older 
sister and have been there for me 
anytime I needed it. You even took 
me to the hospital on the drop of a 
dime notice. Being just one house 
away or a couple blocks was some-
thing few get to experience and I 
am glad we were the siblings that 
did. 

To my girlfriend Heidi,  you 
have taught me so much about life.  
You have been the biggest support 
system I could ask for. You have 
been there every single day I have 
been a college student whether we 
were together or three hours away 
at our different schools. Every trip 
home was worth it and everyday 
apart was too. I could write an essay 
but I’ll just say thank you. 

My time at MSU is up but life 
awaits me now. I thank everyone 
who has helped me upon my jour-
ney and whatever happens next I 
am excited to see as I am sure it will 
be chill. 

By LUKE JACKSON
News Editor 

MSU Reporter, the place I will miss the most 

Courtesy Luke JacksonCourtesy Luke Jackson
The undisputed monthly Wordle Champion Luke Jackson takes a picture next to the Wordle Wall after beating coworkers The undisputed monthly Wordle Champion Luke Jackson takes a picture next to the Wordle Wall after beating coworkers 
for the second month in a row and after besting Editor In Chief Emma Johnson in a Connections Showdown. He is now for the second month in a row and after besting Editor In Chief Emma Johnson in a Connections Showdown. He is now 
pasing his seat on the throne to the future Front Desk Manager Jake Tostenson. pasing his seat on the throne to the future Front Desk Manager Jake Tostenson. 
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WE’RE HIRING
Are you looking for a temporary, part-time, or full-time position 
for the summer or a new career? Blue Earth County is hiring!

WHY APPLY? (Varies depending on position)
• Competitive starting wages
• Shift differential for evening and weekend shifts
• Paid training
• Overtime opportunities
• Robust employee bene�ts
• Paid Holidays

Scan to apply or learn more!

Blue Earth County is an Equal Opportunity Employer

POSITIONS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE:
• Correctional Of�cer (full-time and part-time)
• Probation Of�cer (temporary)
• Highway Seasonal Maintenance Worker 

(temporary)

About 14 months ago, I found 
out that there was a student-run 
newspaper on campus that had a 
sports section. At the time, I was 
a junior trying to get a degree in 
mass communication and a minor 
in film studies who had a goal of 
one day getting into sports media. 

Having that goal was great and 
all, but I knew I needed to get some 
experience in sports media before 
graduating. While my ideal path 
would be to find something in the 
podcasting or radio lane, writing 
for the school’s newspaper ap-
pealed to me because it would give 
me some level of experience. 

After I applied, had an inter-
view and was hired, I remember 
being extremely excited that I 
joined The Reporter after getting 
a tour of the office and coming in 
for my first production night to do 
my mock article. Along with ex-
citement, I was incredibly nervous 
due to lack of experience, but those 
nerves were gone in no time due 
to the immediate support and en-
couragement that I got from those 
already working at The Reporter. 
I was also taking a media writing 
fundamentals course that semester, 
so I could immediately put to prac-
tice what I was learning in class. 

I wasn’t exactly sure how much 
I would like this writing thing, but 
I’ve grown to love it. I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank 
our consultant Robb, my previous 
sports editors and fellow writers for 
helping me become the writer I am 
today. 

Writing for The Reporter has 
given me the opportunity to inter-

view some incredibly kind, smart 
and interesting people which I al-
ways feel is a privilege. Being able to 
cover the women’s basketball team 
this season during their amazing 
run to being crowned national 
champions was just incredible. 

Nearly a year into my tenure at 
The Reporter, I became the sports 
editor, which I never saw my-
self being but grateful that I did. I 
would like to thank my writers for 
being an easy group to work with, 
being flexible and for doing what 
was needed for our section. I am 

so proud of several issues that our 
section has produced this semester. 

To our editorial staff. Luke, 
Mercedes and Emma. Wow. I hon-
estly couldn’t have asked for better 
teammates. The thing I have loved 
the most about our dynamic as a 
group is that it never felt like pull-
ing teeth when one of us needed 
help. We just uplifted one another. 
Thanks again for being patient with 
me for keeping you guys in the of-
fice past midnight a few times. 

Beyond the extremely valuable 
knowledge that I gained during my 
time at The Reporter as it pertains 
to what I want to pursue as a career, 
it is the personal relationships that 
were born here that I will cherish 
forever.

Being the sports editor and 
an office receptionist means that 
I spend so many hours through-
out the week in the office. When 
I was only a writer, I would spend 
as much time as I could in the of-
fice anyway because of how much I 
love my coworkers so it never feels 
like I’m actually working. 

To the lady that is responsible 
for creating such a great working 
environment, Jane. Thank you 
Jane for making this place a family 
atmosphere and caring for us like 
we’re your kids. 

When I look back at my time 
in college, being a part of The Re-
porter is undoubtedly my biggest 
highlight.

By MOHAMED WARSAME 
Sports Editor 

MSU Reporter, it’s been real

Courtesy Mohamed WarsameCourtesy Mohamed Warsame
Luke Jackson and Mohamed Warsame at the Better Newspaper Contest in Minneapolis MN. The two went to the contest Luke Jackson and Mohamed Warsame at the Better Newspaper Contest in Minneapolis MN. The two went to the contest 
supporting their coworkers but plan on taking a clean sweep in the sports category next year. supporting their coworkers but plan on taking a clean sweep in the sports category next year. 



6  •  MSU Reporter News Thursday, April 25, 2024

library.mnsu.edu

END OF SEMESTER 
LIBRARY HOURS:

THURSDAY

7:30 AM
-

2:00 AM

FRIDAY SATURDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAYMONDAYSUNDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

APR

25
7:30 AM

-
6:00 PM

APR

26
10:00 AM

-
6:00 PM

APR

27

7:30 AM
-

2:00 AM

MAY

2
7:30 AM

-
2:00 AM

MAY

1
7:30 AM

-
2:00 AM

APR

30
7:30 AM

-
2:00 AM

APR

29
11:00 AM

-
2:00 AM

APR

28
7:30 AM

-
6:00 PM

MAY

3
10:00 AM

-
4:30 PM

MAY

4

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

424 SOUTH FRONT 
STREET

DOWNTOWN
ENTERTAINMENT DISTRICT

NOW HIRING
SERVERS & 

BARTENDERS
Very flexible scheduling 
(Nights, Days, Weekends)

PLEASE APPLY
IN PERSON ONLY

Becky’s Floral & Gift Shoppe
719 S. Front Street

507-345-7800
www.beckysfloral.com

Judy Wandersee Jobe
Robin Jobe Guhlke

I honestly had zero clue what I 
was getting myself into when I ap-
plied as an ad rep. Followed by one 
of my most impressive interview 
performances to date, which in-
cluded hanging up the phone five 
or six times before learning how to 
use the phone — special shoutout 
to Baylee and Jane for still giving 
me a chance. 

Flash forward to the fall semes-
ter and suddenly I was getting my 
first real glimpse into the world 
of business. Little did I know, this 
would lead to the discovery of 
some of my favorite hobbies.

It didn’t take long before I 
started looking for other ways to 
get involved at The Reporter and 

found myself as a photographer 
for various stories. This quickly 
became one of my most prized 
hobbies, but also served as one of 
the best networking opportunities 
I’d find. 

In the span of a few weeks, I 
had joined the Kato Rugby team, 
joined various clubs, and some-
how became the face behind 
Stomper, the school mascot for 
the duration of a hockey season. 
All from taking photos for assign-
ments, with an open ear and de-
sire for conversation. 

I’ll miss you all and the random 
late night production visits, count-
less laughs in the ad rep office, na-
cho cheese or the life advice from 
Jane. Thanks for keeping me sane 
the past two years.

Special shoutout to all the ad 

reps. As Sam would say “You da 
GOATS.”

People say life is short, but in 
the whirlwind of growing up it 
never makes sense. But it’s true, so 
enjoy every last second of it. Live 
your life with no regrets and don’t 
stress out too much about the past. 
All you can do is learn and move 
on. And with that, The Reporter 
season is coming to an end, good-
night.

Dominic Bothe
Ad Sales Representative, Pho-

tographer, Receptionist, Delivery 
Boy, Nacho Cheese Enthusiast, 
Acrobat, Couch Surfer, Caffeine 
Addict, Emotional Support Spe-
cialist, and scarer. 

Monsters University, here I 
come.

Courtesy Dominic BotheCourtesy Dominic Bothe

A conservative quest to limit 
diversity, equity and inclusion ini-
tiatives is gaining momentum in 
state capitals and college govern-
ing boards, with officials in about 
one-third of the states now taking 
some sort of action against it.

Tennessee became the latest 
when the Republican governor 

this week signed legislation that 
would prohibit banks and oth-
er financial institutions from 
considering a customer’s partic-
ipation — or lack thereof — in 
“diversity, equity and inclusion 
training” or “social justice pro-
gramming.”

Higher education institutions 
and many businesses have long 
devoted resources to improving 
diversity and inclusivity.

JOHN HANNA JOHN HANNA • The Associated Press• The Associated Press

In Dominic Bothe’s time away from The Reporter he spent his time traveling to Utah to Zion National Park. In Dominic Bothe’s time away from The Reporter he spent his time traveling to Utah to Zion National Park. 

The sign above the door to the Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Be-The sign above the door to the Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Be-
longing inside the main administration building on the main University of longing inside the main administration building on the main University of 
Kansas campus is seen on Friday, April 12, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan.Kansas campus is seen on Friday, April 12, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan.

Home PT. 2 Diversity programs gains 
momentum in states

By DOMINIC BOTHE
Photographer 

By DAVID A. LIEB
The Associated Press
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The Career Development Center is available to help you with your 
resume, cover letter, interview skills, and more.

And don't 
forget to check 
Handshake 
regularly for 
job openings!

link.mnsu.edu/
handshake

Special thanks & best of luck to CDC graduate:
Julianne Pankow

Got a job? 
Going to grad 

school?
Tell us about it! 

Take the 
Graduate
Survey at:

link.mnsu.edu/
graduatesurvey

Con ulations!
May 2024 Graduates, You've Made It!

Visit us at: mnsu.edu/cdc

Four years ago, my family 
dropped me off in my cap and 
gown at the curb of my highschool. 
I walked a few steps, solemnly 
grabbed my diploma, hopped back 
into my car and drove away. I never 
went back. 

I dreamt of the day I would 
graduate since I learned how to 
operate a remote. I watched dozens 
of Disney films, where graduation 
day felt more important than a 
wedding. I anticipated the day I’d 
toss my cap in the air and yell, “I 
did it!” 

I never predicted a global pan-
demic would snatch this moment 
away from me. And I was bitter. 
I’m still bitter. 

I’d be lying if I told you a big rea-
son for pushing through universi-
ty was to finally have my moment 
strutting down the stage and turn-
ing my tassel. 

University was a big wake-up 
call for me. I thought I knew who 
Mercedes Kauphusman was before 
walking through the doors of the 
Crawford dorm complex, but the 
truth is, I was just getting to know 
her. 

I had spent the majority of my 
life living in the worlds of other 
people, but for the first time ever, 
I scratched the surface of my own 
planet. 

My college experience has been 
anything but a nice and easy float 
down the lazy river. 

I’ve laughed until I cried, cried 
until I laughed, made mistakes for 
fun and learned from every mis-
take. I’ve experienced heartbreak 

— a lot, but I bounced back each 
time like a boomerang; I figured 
out my style, figured out my worth, 
I found my best friends for life 
and finally, I found a second home 
within our student newspaper: The 
MSU Reporter. 

For as far back as I can remem-
ber, I’ve always been a storyteller. 
Once I figured out how to scribble 
words on paper, I wrote books. I 
wrote poems. 

I wrote in a diary. My collection 
of written words is an embarrass-

ing, exhilarating array. I carried 
these letters on my back with no-
where to go until I found The Re-
porter the second semester of my 
junior year of college. 

Once the news crew decided 
they liked me enough, I became 
a part of something. I had never 
been a part of a team in the same 
way I was at The Reporter. 

I was cut from sports in school, 
my friends and I always had our 
own niches and I felt isolated in my 
passions. 

For the first time, I was sur-
rounded by peers who shared the 
same interests I did and It helped 
me uncover bits of myself I didn’t 
see before. 

They liked me so much I was 
asked to be the Variety Editor the 
following year. 

It was a grueling, yet thrilling 
experience. It was anything but 
easy. 

Between balancing the stress of 
senior year and my own self-identi-
ty, keeping up to task with my posi-
tion’s needs was hard. 

However, I showed up each and 
every day to be a part of the team. 
To see the smiles on my coworkers 
faces after our paper looked better 
each and every week. 

To embrace my closeted nerdy 
side in the comfort of people with 
the same traits. 

Despite every sour second, my 
experience was entirely worth it. 

By MERCEDES KAUPHUSMAN
Variety Editor

Farewell, The Reporter

Courtesy Mercedes KauphusmanCourtesy Mercedes Kauphusman
From a very young age Mercedes was always typing away telling stories. In the picture above she was four years old playing From a very young age Mercedes was always typing away telling stories. In the picture above she was four years old playing 
with her fake computer preparing for her life at The Reporter. with her fake computer preparing for her life at The Reporter. 

MERCEDES MERCEDES on page 9 on page 9 
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Pulse “What are your summer plans?”

Compiled by Alexis Darkow

KIRAN SAPKOTA,
SOPHOMORE

“Working and going on road 
trips.”

MARLEE WHITTLEF,
FRESHMAN 

“Working and going on vacation.”

SOPHIA BRUSSOW,
FRESHMAN 

“Going to see Zach Bryan in 
Colorado and work.”

SHYLAH VONBERGE,
SOPHOMORE

“Work and travel.”

PARKER HATLESTAD,
SOPHOMORE 

“Working on video projects.”

JUSTIN SCHREIBER,
FRESHMAN

“Working and hanging out with 
friends.”

Courtesy Jeremy RedlienCourtesy Jeremy Redlien

It’s been over 50 years 
since the gay consciousness 
group received official rec-
ognition and became a Reg-
istered Student Organiza-
tion at what was then called 
Mankato State in the spring 
of 1973. In October of 1977, 
Jim Chalgren created the Gay 
Advisors office, which is now 
known as the Jim Chalgren 
LGBT center.

There has been a dedicated 
queer movement in Mankato 
going back a very long time 
and there have been plenty of 
LGBTQ heroes worthy of be-
ing remembered.

But where to begin? It 
probably goes without saying 
that there are definitely going 
to be worthy individuals who 
wind up being not mentioned 
here.

First up would be MSC 
Homosexual. In 1971, a let-
ter to the editor appeared 
in The Reporter arguing for 

the destigmatization of ho-
mosexuality. The letter was-
signed, “A MSC Homosexual, 
name withheld upon request” 
and represented the first time 
(that I am aware of) a LGBTQ 
Mankatoan stood up public-
ly for other LGBTQ Manka-
toans.

Then there’s Jim Chalgren, 
whose activism and leader-
ship lead him to being nick-
named “the energizer bunny.” 
In addition to helping create 
MSU Mankato’s LGBT cen-
ter and lead it for 10 years, he 
also led two efforts to create 
an anti-discrimination ordi-
nance that would have made 

sexual orientation a protect-
ed category in Mankato had 
it passed. Neither effort suc-
ceeded but they exposed the 
prevalence of discrimination 
against the LGBTQ people in 
Mankato.

Consequences of fighting 
for the LGBTQ communi-
ty in Mankato for Chalgren 
included being rejected by 
his family, receiving regular 
death threats and having to 
live in poverty. His friends 
have noted that he would 
serve dry pasta to guests at 
his apartment.

Along with Jim Chalgren, 
there is also Dr. Alan Kern, 
the first openly gay faculty 
member at MSU Mankato. 
Kern first came out in a To-
morrow column in 1974. The 
Tomorrow column was a 
column Kern started that fo-
cused on LGBTQ issues.

Remembering Mankato’s queer heroes

After weeks of tests, projects and never-ending stress, summer is 
finally upon us. While summers growing up consisted of spending 
hours at the pool and hours playing outside, in college, we tend to 
find ourselves working jobs or internships throughout our nearly 
four-month break. While it’s fine for us to make some cash this sum-
mer, it’s important to realize work isn’t the most important thing to 
do this summer.

Despite the need to jump into our summer jobs immediately, it 
can be beneficial for us to take some time off, be it a couple of days 
or weeks. After being in “go-mode” for three months straight and 
nearly seven months of academic stressors, it’s helpful to rest and 
recharge. 

Between classes, extracurriculars, jobs and our lives outside of ac-
ademia, it can be a lot for students to take on, becoming overwhelm-
ing at times. Finals can be a stressful time of year as well and taking 
some time off to shake the school stress out of our minds can ensure 
energy when we finally start our internships or jobs. 

Over the summer, it’s the perfect opportunity to perfect a work-
life balance. It can become easy to be distracted during the school 
year and assignments and tests can push the care we need to the back 
burner. 

When all we have to focus on in the summer is our jobs, we can 
learn how to prioritize time for ourselves without all the other re-
sponsibilities put upon us during the school year. When we finally 
come back after summer is over, we can take what we learned from 
what does and doesn’t work for us and start the next year on a fresh 
note. 

As we get older, we think we have to make summer all about work. 
However, college is the last time you’ll be able to have a “summer va-
cation” before post-grad life makes you work consistently until you 
retire. 

Take those road trips, spend a couple of days at the lake or beach 
and have those late-night bonfires this summer. We’ll remember 
those fun summer memories years from now as opposed to what 
minimum-wage job we worked or the unpaid internship we did for 
class credit. 

Summer is one of the best seasons, thanks in part to the lack of 
school and plenty of time to spend with our friends and family. How-
ever, we still have to work to pay for rent, utilities and save up for 
next year’s expenses. We need to realize we can still have fun amidst 
all the work we’re doing. So pump the brakes and take some time to 
make memories this summer. There will be plenty of time to get back 
into “hustle culture” come September. 

Don’t Work Too 
Hard This Summer

Editorials represent the opinions of The Reporter editorial board. The opinions expressed 
here are not necessarily those of the college, university or student body.

Emma Johnson
Editor In Chief

Mercedes Kauphusman
Variety Editor

Luke Jackson
News Editor

Mohamed Warsame
Sports Editor

full story on website 
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FREE
BIRRIA TACO
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of $15.00 or more
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$2.00 
OFF
with purchase

of $15.00 or more
Expires 6/30/24

Its weird to be even typing this 
letter but my time at MSU and at 
the Reporter has finally come to 
close. Which is a very bittersweet 
moment for me. 

I started my journey here as 
an Ad representative my sopho-
more year and have worked here 
ever since. I became the ad man-
ager about one year ago and it has 
been great! I have made so many 
friends and memories I will al-
ways cherish. 

The reason I say it is bitter-
sweet for me is because I am so 
excited to move onto the next step 
of my life. But am going to miss 
this part of my life so much. There 

was a kind of filter working at the 
Reporter between the real world 
and my world at the Reporter. Not 
in a bad way but in the type of way 
that helped me prepare myself for 
the world post-grad. 

Don’t get me wrong there were 
plenty of real-world problems I 
had to solve as the ad manager but 
there was always the underlying 
feeling that I was a student, and 
this is a student job. Which gave 
me the confidence to tackle these 
hard situations head on. 

Like stated above I made so 
many memories and friends 
throughout my time at the Re-
porter. Through the two and half 
years I spent here a lot of staff 
came and went. Which meant I 
worked with around 3 different 

“groups” of ad reps. We all had 
our different chemistry, but we all 
loved working together every day. 

I grew especially close to the 
writing staff this last year which is 
something that didn’t happen the 
previous year. We even all got to-
gether for drinks or to go bowling 
on occasion. It all made for such 
a family feel which is something I 
won’t have for a while in my next 
workplace. All and all when I look 
back on my college experience it 
will be defined by my time and ex-
periences I made at the Reporter. 

This is an experience I recom-
mend for anyone to do if they have 
the chance, you will learn lots and 
maybe make some lifetime friends 
along the way. 

Courtesy Samuel LadendorfCourtesy Samuel Ladendorf

Courtesy Mercedes KauphusmanCourtesy Mercedes Kauphusman

Saying Goodbye to the Reporter! Mercedes: ‘Fingers 
Crossed’ 

By SAMUEL LADENDORF
Advertising Sales Manager

As a college student passion-
ate about community engagement 
and an intern at the Community 
Engagement Office on campus, I 
am writing to emphasize the im-
portance of college students’ in-
volvement in their communities. 
College isn’t just about getting a de-
gree; it’s also about shaping people 
who can make a positive difference 
in society. Volunteering is one way 
to do this. When students partici-
pate, they not only learn and grow 
but also help make their commu-
nities better places. Volunteering 
offers students the opportunity to 
gain valuable skills and experienc-
es outside the classroom. Whether 
it’s tutoring local schoolchildren, 
assisting at a homeless shelter, or 
participating in environmental 
clean-up efforts, students can de-
velop leadership, communication, 
and problem-solving skills that 
are essential for success in any 
field. These experiences not only 
enhance personal growth but also 
strengthen a student’s resume, 
making them more competitive in 
the job market upon graduation.

Volunteering also teaches em-

pathy and social responsibility. It 
helps students develop a deeper un-
derstanding of societal issues and 
encourages them to become active 
participants of positive change. By 
engaging with diverse communi-
ties, students learn to appreciate 
different perspectives and develop 
a sense of compassion that extends 
beyond their surroundings.

Volunteering has significant 
health benefits for college students 
as well. Research has shown that 
volunteering can reduce stress, 
combat feelings of isolation, and 
increase overall happiness and sat-
isfaction. In a time when mental 
health issues among college stu-
dents are on the rise, promoting 
community engagement can serve 
as a powerful antidote, offering 
students a sense of purpose and 
fulfillment. More information on 
these benefits can be found here 
https://www.wcsu.edu/communi-
ty-engagement/benefits-of-volun-
teering/

There are numerous ways in-
dividuals can get involved in their 
communities. Within the Manka-
to area you can volunteer at places 
like BENCHS, Meals on Wheels, 
or the Salvation Army. There are 

plenty of other opportunities as 
well. For those with limited free 
time, even small acts of kindness 
can make a significant difference, 
such as helping a neighbor with 
groceries or participating in a lo-
cal cleanup event for just an hour. 
Furthermore, advocacy and aware-
ness-raising activities, such as shar-
ing information on social media or 
attending community meetings, 
can be impactful. On campus, we 
have the Community Engagement 
Office, which has many resources 
and opportunities to get out and 
be engaged within the community. 
They have a student group called 
Mavs in Action that any student 
can join and their website stays up-
to-date so you can see upcoming 
volunteer opportunities: https://
www.mnsu.edu/university-life/
activities-and-organizations/com-
munity-engagement-Office/mavs-
in-action/. As the school year wraps 
up, I urge you to seek out volunteer 
opportunities in your local area to 
stay connected and involved with 
your community over the summer 
and when you return to Mankato 
in the fall be sure to check in with 
the Community Engagement Of-
fice and Mavs in Action to get in-
volved!

Letter to the Editor: Campus to Community
By ETHAN ANDERSON

And it feels really good to know 
I’m finally going to have my mo-
ment, free of virus, click-clacking 
down the stage in my tiny high 
heels and grabbing my silly diplo-
ma in a world I know I’m a part 
of. I’ll cherish it forever. 

Before signing off for good, I’d 
like to thank every human who 
became a part of my journey. My 
editorial staff was a miniature 
family in itself, and I’ll forever 
be so proud of each and every 
one of you and I know you’ll go 

on to do amazing things in your 
own worlds; for my writers, who 
will keep the variety section alive 
and thriving and all of the ad rep-
resentatives who let me weasel in 
my little brother (the Nepo baby) 
to carry on my legacy.

I like to think I didn’t neces-
sarily find the Reporter, but rather 
it found its way to me. Hopefully 
the next time you’ll see my name, 
It’ll be placed on some fancy by-
line and not on the county jail 
roster. Fingers crossed! 

Sam Ladendorf in his natural habitat selling print advertisements on his way to becoming Sales Manager. Sam Ladendorf in his natural habitat selling print advertisements on his way to becoming Sales Manager. 
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Five military horses spooked 
by noise from a building site bolt-
ed during routine exercises on 
Wednesday near Buckingham 
Palace, threw off four riders and 
caused chaos as they galloped loose 
through central London streets 
and collided with vehicles during 
the busy morning rush hour.

The commotion erupted when 
the horses from the Household 
Cavalry, which were conducting an 
extended exercise for an upcoming 
military parade, presumably be-
came alarmed by the sound of con-
crete falling off a moving walkway 
at a construction site in Belgravia, 
a swanky neighborhood just to the 
west of the palace.

Five of the seven horses ran off 
and four soldiers were thrown off. 
Three of them were hospitalized 
with injuries. None of them were 
deemed to be life-threatening.

The horses — minus their rid-
ers — then ran through main roads 
in central London, hitting vehicles 
and stunning commuters as they 
headed to work. The horses were 

all captured shortly after and are 
back at the barracks in Hyde Park 
undergoing medical tests.

Witnesses saw one of the loose 
animals crashing into a taxi waiting 
outside the Clermont Hotel nearby, 
shattering windows. Another of 
the animals crashed into a tour bus, 
smashing the windshield.

Pictures and videos shared 
widely across social media show 
two of the horses — one white, one 
black — running at speed down 
Aldwych, in between London’s his-
toric financial center and the busy 
West End theater district.

The white horse’s face and legs 
were soaked in blood. A British 
Army spokesperson was not able 
to confirm what caused the injury.

Megan Morra, who was on her 
way to work, told the BBC that she 
saw the striking image of the white 
horse with a head injury. 

“There was a lot of blood,” she 
said. “I was a bit distressed to be 
honest, looking at the poor horse.”

The horses are from the House-
hold Cavalry, the ceremonial guard 
of the monarch and a feature of 
state functions in London.

By PAN PYLAS
The Associated Press

Rush hour chaos in London

JORDAN PETTITT JORDAN PETTITT • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. Two horses on the loose bolt through the streets of London near Aldwych, on Wednesday April 24, 2024. 

of the spring semester in January. 
According to Gutiérrez, about 16 
bookings have been made between 
January and spring break. 

Students are free to use the 
space and produce their desired 
content without any censorship.  

“The goal is just to serve the 
needs of the students. There are 
other podcasting centers or areas 
on campus. This is just another one 
because there was a demand. We 
also have podcasting equipment 
that students can check out and 
they can take home if they don’t 

want to work in our area or when 
the area is busy,” said Gutiérrez.  

The Podcast Studio is situat-
ed on the third level of the library 
at ML3072. The library’s online 
scheduling system allows students 
to reserve the space for three hours. 
Within the space is a RodeCaster II 

audio production mixer and four 
PodMic microphones. 

“Currently, the studio is lo-
cated on our third floor. But after 
next fall, it’ll be on our lower level, 
where students will have even more 
access. That’s the plan,” said Gutiér-
rez. 

Students may check out a porta-
ble podcast kit from the Education 
Resource Center (located on the 
lower level of Memorial Library). 
The RodeCaster II audio produc-
tion board, headphones, and two 
PodMic microphones with stands 
are all included in the podcast kit. 

PODCASTPODCAST from page 2from page 2
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Many Minnesota State Uni-
versity fans will remember Elijah 
Hazekamp as the man who hit 
the game-winning buzzer beat-
er against Northwest Missouri 
State to send the Mavericks to the 
NCAA Elite Eight. 

But few people know the man 
behind that shot. 

He’d like to change that. 
“I want people to remember me 

as a nice, genuine guy,” he says. “I 
don’t care much at all about people 
remembering me for the things 
I did playing basketball. Having 
good character is much more im-
portant.”

Hazekamp has been playing 
basketball for as long as he can re-
member —  a journey that began 
when he was a child. 

“I had a basketball hoop in the 
front of my driveway at the house 
I lived in during my childhood,” he 
says. “I shot on it for hours a day no 
matter the weather. That was where 
I fell in love with the sport.”

Before coming to MSU, Haze-
kamp spent one year at North 
Dakota, and then transferred to 
Truman State for a better fit where 
he played for three years . He made 
a run to the Elite Eight in his first 
season with Truman State, but fell 
short in the quarterfinals. 

Hazekamp was faced with 
the tough decision of finding the 
school to play his final season of his 
collegiate career ultimately choos-
ing MSU where he’s getting his 
masters in business administration.

“I saw a vision with the makeup 
of the roster and thought I could 
add my skills and personality to the 
team. I also considered how much 
closer it is to home and my family.”  

Hazekamp is from Sioux City, 

Iowa, which meant he spent a lot of 
time away from home missing golf-
ing, playing sports with his siblings 
and the fun he used to have with 
his family and friends. 

The most important things to 

Hazekamp are his faith, family and 
friends. However, the most import-
ant figures in his life are his parents. 

“They are truly wonderful peo-
ple that have supported me whole-
heartedly throughout the years, 
and I hope I can show half of that 
support to the people I care most 
about in the future.”

Hazekamps ultimate goal and 
dream is to get into the coaching 
world. 

“I want to get into the coaching 
world, whether it is as an assistant 
or a skills coach. I have had numer-
ous amazing coaches and people 
over the years and I want to be that 
person for the young players com-
ing up.”

Hazekamp is sticking to his 
dreams after graduation.

“I want to get into the coaching 
world. I have some exciting oppor-
tunities in front of me that I plan to 
put my full heart and soul into.”

Though his time was short at 
MSU and in Mankato, Hazekamp 
will leave no shortage of life-chang-
ing memories. 

“I will miss my teammates, 
coaches and the support system 
surrounding the men’s basketball 
team. The support I felt growing 
throughout the season was truly 
special and I will miss being a part 
of that.”

Hazekamp has been through it 

By AHMED HASSAN
Staff Writer

A storybook ending for Elijah Hazekamp

DYLAN LONG DYLAN LONG • The Reporter• The Reporter
Hazekamp hit a buzzer beater against Northwest Missouri State to send the Minnesota State men’s basketball team to the Hazekamp hit a buzzer beater against Northwest Missouri State to send the Minnesota State men’s basketball team to the 
Eilte Eight.Eilte Eight.

Welcome to the most accurate 
mock draft written by two washed 
up Braham football players. In this 
mock draft, we will pretend like we 
are NFL quality scouts and gener-
al managers, taking turns drafting 
this season’s top college football 
players. Michael will begin the 
draft with pick no. 1, and then pick 
for all of the odd numbered teams. 
Hayden will take all of the even 
numbered teams.

Last year, we did not include 
trades in our mock draft, but this 
year, we feel a bit more confident 
and have included some trades. 
In some scenarios, it just makes 
more sense. So, without further 
ado, please sit back, relax and read 
up on everything you might need 
to know about the 2024 NFL Draft.

Pick 1: Chicago Bears, QB Ca-
leb Williams, USC

This pick has been decided 
since the 2023 Heisman race, and 
now Chicago has secured the 
right to draft Caleb Williams, who 
might be the most hyped pros-
pect since Trevor Lawrence in the 
2021 Draft. The first player to draw 
comparisons to those of Mahomes 
and Rodgers, Williams definitely 
has huge expectations. If he pans 
out, Chicago will become a serious 
contender for years to come. Is he 

talented enough to paint his nails? 
Time will tell. 

Pick 2: Washington Command-
ers: QB Jayden Daniels, LSU

The Commanders will take 
a QB at this spot: the question is 

which one? In my opinion, Drake 
Maye is the second-best quarter-
back in the draft, but NFL scouts 
do not see it that way. I guess that’s 
why I am not one. However, Jayden 
Daniels is fresh off of a Heisman 

trophy that has shot his value 
through the roof and projects him 
as a dual-threat, high upside guy 
worthy of the second pick. Plus, I 
can’t really imagine Drake Maye 
in a Commanders uniform, it feels 

weird.
Pick 3: Minnesota Vikings (Via 

NE): QB Drake Maye, UNC
There has been no shortage of 

rumors of the Vikings front office 
attempting to trade up to secure 
the future franchise quarterback 
(the first since Tarkenton). Af-
ter throwing for 4,321 yards, 38 
Touchdowns, and adding another 
700 yards and 7 touchdowns on the 
ground at just the age of 20, he had 
a bit of a stepback year at the age of 
21, but he has a lot of time to work 
on his mechanics. If Drake Maye is 
still on the board at 3, the Vikings 
almost have no choice but to trade 
up. It would likely take nos. 11, 23 
and a future first among maybe 
more. 

Pick 4: Arizona Cardinals: WR 
Marvin Harrison Jr., Ohio State

Shocker. The Cardinals, who 
have Michael Wilson slotted in as 
their WR1, take the best receiver 
prospect since Calvin Johnson. 
At the collegiate level, he was un-
guardable, catching touchdowns 
while wearing an Apple Watch. At 
the pro level, he projects to be a 
contested catch monster that is also 
very refined in his route-running, 
similar to AJ Green. Easiest pick in 
the draft if he falls here. 

Pick 5: Los Angeles Chargers: 
OT Joe Alt, Notre Dame

Another year, another phenom-

By HAYDEN LEE
Staff Writer

The only 2024 NFL mock draft you will ever need

RYAN SUN RYAN SUN • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
If the Vikings can’t get within reach of the top 4 quarterbacks, there is no use in even taking one. Go get Drake Maye. Go get If the Vikings can’t get within reach of the top 4 quarterbacks, there is no use in even taking one. Go get Drake Maye. Go get 
JJ. Do NOT settle for Bo Nix.JJ. Do NOT settle for Bo Nix.
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PART-TIME 
GRAIN SAMPLER 

& INSPECTOR
$16/hr., two 12-hour

Weekend Night Shifts. 
Saturday night 6:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.
& Sunday night 6:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.

Year-round averages $1000/mo. 
Inside workspace at CHS processing 
plant in Mankato. We provide training. 
Can read/study when you’re not busy. 

Call Brad • 507-508-6070
Southern Minnesota Grain Inspection

enal prospect coming out of the 
school with the most draft picks 
since the draft was instituted in 
1936. Alt is about as ‘blue chip’ as 
a prospect comes when you re-
member that he is the son of for-
mer Pro Bowl offensive lineman 
John Alt and now Joe looks to 
have all the tools to succeed in the 
NFL for years to come. 

Pick 6: New York Giants: QB 
J.J. McCarthy, Michigan

Although I do like Malik Na-
bers here, the Giants have shown 
interest in McCarthy and his 
stock has definitely risen since the 
college season ended. Although 
they just signed Daniel Jones to a 
4 year, $160 million contract, the 
contract is not fully guaranteed 
and they can get out of it. I think 
if you are the Giants, you have to 
capitalize when you have a pick 
like this in a QB draft like this.

Pick 7: Tennessee Titans: OT 
Olumuyiwa Fashanu, Penn State

The Titans seem to lack offen-
sive identity. This starts with the 
offensive line. After cutting tack-
le Andre Dillard in the offseason, 
they now look to add one of the 
top tackle prospects to protect the 
new quarterback Will Levis. The 
Titans have had an alright offsea-
son, acquiring Calvin Ridley, Tony 
Pollard, L’Jarius Sneed, and many 
others, the franchise left tackle 
would be the cherry on top. 

Pick 8: Indianapolis Colts (via 
ATL): TE Brock Bowers, Georgia

I know the Colts never really 
trade up, but there is a first time 
for everything. Anthony Richard-
son to Brock Bowers would be a 
connection that Shane Steichen 
would love to use as part of his 
RPO-oriented offensive attack. If 
you are the Colts, you are trend-
ing in the right direction, and this 
player is falling down the draft 
boards, you have to go get him. 
He is the perfect TE in this offense 
and he fits what they draft for. To 
get this pick, they would likely give 
up no. 15, no. 46 and no. 151 in ex-
change for no. 8, no. 187 and no. 
197, or something similar to that. 

Pick 9: Chicago Bears: WR 
Malik Nabers, LSU

After enjoying a breakout sea-
son, Malik Nabers has quickly 
become one of the top prospects 
at wide receiver. Though the Ti-
gers seem to pass the ball on every 
down, Nabers seemed to come up 
clutch almost every time he was 
given the opportunity. The Bears 
just drafted who they hope will 
become the franchise quarter-
back, and will now have one of the 
best receiving corps in the NFL. 
Williams has no way to go but up. 

Pick 10: New York Jets: OT 
Taliese Fuaga, Oregon State

Contrary to popular belief, the 
Jets offensive line is not fixed af-
ter the Tyron Smith and Morgan 
Moses acquisitions. Both players 
are in the final stages of their ca-
reer and have not shown that they 
should be relied upon to play a full 
season. If the Jets want to be good, 
they know they have to be good 
up front. Here’s your solution.

Pick 11: New England Patriots: 
QB Michael Penix Jr., Washington

Having traded future hall of 
fame quarterback Mac Jones to 
the Jaguars, the Pats look to add 
the next starting quarterback, only 
the 5th since the greatest of all 
time left. Michael Penix is about 
as raw as players come, but his 
ceiling has yet to be distinguished 

by any draft onlookers. A very ex-
citing player who could become 
one of the next stars of the NFL’s 
most-storied franchise.   

Pick 12: Denver Broncos: 
EDGE Dallas Turner, Alabama

The Broncos will be rebuilding 
for a while, so I don’t see how this 
could be Bo Nix, and I think the 
Zach Wilson trade has more im-
plications than you would think. 
Between him or Jarrett Stidham, 
the Broncos will be horrible re-
gardless, so I think building your 
team up in other areas could prove 
to be more beneficial.

Pick 13: Las Vegas Raiders: CB 
Quinyon Mitchell, Toledo

Quinyon Mitchell is electric. 
One of the twitchiest, most agile 
players in the entire draft. He has 
the potential to be the top corner 
on the Raiders roster. And though 
they have many needs, a player 
like Quinyon is someone worth 
risking a pick on. The pick would 
strengthen the secondary to a lev-
el they haven’t seen consistently in 
many years. 

Pick 14: Jacksonville Jaguars 
(via NO): WR Rome Odunze, 
Washington

Jacksonville needs a WR1 in 
their offense. Christian Kirk and 
Gabe Davis are each good receiv-
ers, but are best suited as slot guys 
and deep threats. Odunze certain-
ly wouldn’t step on their toes, and 
he would give Trevor Lawrence a 
WR with seemingly limitless po-
tential. To secure his services, they 
likely would only have to give up 
no. 96 and a late round pick swap 
in addition to no. 17. I think it is 
also worth noting that the reason 
this happens is because New Or-
leans wants to block Atlanta from 
taking him.

Pick 15: Atlanta Falcons (via 
IND): EDGE Jared Verse, Florida 
State

Jared Verse is a phenomenal 
prospect. The only flaw people 
really pull away from him seems 
to be the fact that he is already 24 
years old. One could argue that 
means he’s had more time to pol-
ish his game as one of the games 
finest edge rushers, and one could 
also argue he has less time to de-
velop in the NFL. Though only re-
cording two years at Florida State, 
he was very productive. He post-
ed 29.5 TFLs and 18 Sacks. Great 
numbers to build on. 

Pick 16: Seattle Seahawks: OT 
Troy Fautanu, Washington

I think this could be a Jackson 
Powers-Johnson spot here, but 
why would the Seahawks pass 
on a Washington offensive line-
man that can provide almost the 
same amount of versatility. The 
Seahawks have a great LT with 
Charles Cross, but is Abe Lucas 
your guy at RT? I am not as con-
fident. Either way, Fautanu also 
has inside flexibility, where the 
Seahawks need help after losing 
Damien Lewis to the Panthers.

Pick 17: New Orleans Saints: 
OT JC Latham, Alabama

With the availability of Ryan 
Ramczyk being in question, and 
the ability of Trevor Penning be-
ing equally as questionable, the 
Saints need to find a way to pro-
tect Derek Carr. Though the de-
fense is lackluster at best, they’ve 
already paid a multitude of aver-
age players overpriced contracts. 
It’s time to start with the offense. 

Pick 18: Cincinnati Bengals: 
DT Johnny Newton, Illinois

The Bengals would have been 

in contention to trade up for 
Brock Bowers, but the Colts can 
outdo them at almost every turn, 
so they landed the star TE. With 
them sticking and picking, the 
board has fallen well for them, 
and they get their pick of the inte-
rior defensive linemen after losing 
D.J. Reader to the Lions. It’s really 
a toss up between him and Byron 
Murphy II, but Newton is the pick 
here.

Pick 19: Los Angeles Rams: 
EDGE Laiatu Latu, UCLA

Laiatu Latu is probably the 
most polarizing prospect on the 
defensive side of the ball. He is 
quite the athlete, scoring out at 
9.33 on the RAS this year. He is 
incredibly agile, lightning fast and 
posted a career high 21.5 TFLs this 
past year. Combining that with 52 
total pressures, he looks to be one 
of the more solid edge rushers in 
this year’s draft. Certainly a player 
to monitor.

Pick 20: Pittsburgh Steelers: CB 
Terrion Arnold, Alabama

I considered a trade up from 
the Bills here, but I can’t see the 
Steelers passing up on their pick 
of the CB talent after what their 
secondary looked like last year. 
The Steelers have a great defense 
due to their pass rush, so let’s 
keep building up their secondary 
to make them that much better. 
Arnold is the best true CB on my 
board, and the Steelers take him 
here. Simple as that.

Pick 21: Miami Dolphins: DT 
Byron Murphy II, Texas

After losing Christian Wilkins 
to the Raiders in free agency, Mi-
ami needs to bolster the defensive 
line. Byron Murphy is the perfect 
replacement while factoring his 
size, athleticism, reach, and foot-
ball knowledge. He is one of the 
most complete defensive tackle 
prospects I’ve ever seen in the 
draft. 

Pick 22: Philadelphia Eagles: 
DB Cooper DeJean, Iowa

Although I would hate this if it 
happened, it just makes too much 
sense. The Eagles’ secondary was 
horrible last year, and even with 
the acquisition of Kevin Byard it 
did not get better. DeJean is a de-
fensive back that can play all over 
the field. He could fill the void of 
Byard at free safety, he can play 
on the boundary or he can play 
in the slot. Whatever you need, he 
can do it. This would be the easi-
est way to begin a rebuild on your 
atrocious secondary.

Pick 23: New England Patriots: 
WR Brian Thomas, LSU 

Brian Thomas led the FBS in 
touchdowns this past season with 
17 receiving touchdowns. The Pa-
triots have seemed to lack talent at 
the position for the last 10 years. 
Seems like a simple pick, right? 
Probably not. The Patriots have 
one of the poorest outlooks for the 
2024 season, and I’m not sure they 
can do much right now to fight 
that. The past four years without 
Brady have not been kind to them, 
and an inexperienced head coach 
isnt going to solve any of their 
problems. Watch them pick 

Pick 24: Dallas Cowboys: OT 
Tyler Guyton, Oklahoma

Although I think the smarter 
picks here would be JPJ or Am-
arius Mims, the Cowboys don’t 
always draft smartly, (see Mazi 
Smith and Luke Schoonmaker 
from last year’s draft). However, 
Tyler Guyton does provide the

Jurgen Klopp’s hopes of a 
dream send-off were left in tatters 
after a 2-0 loss at Everton dealt a 
major blow to Liverpool’s Premier 
League title bid on Wednesday.

Goals from Jarrad Branthwaite 
and Dominic Calvert-Lewin at 
Goodison Park meant Klopp 
tasted a bitter defeat in his last 
Merseyside derby before standing 
down at the end of the season.

“I can only apologize for today 
to the people. We should have 
done better and we didn’t and 
that’s why we lost,” Klopp said.

The loss keeps Liverpool three 
points behind league leader Arse-
nal in second place and one ahead 
of defending champion Manches-
ter City, which is in third and has 
two games in hand on both of its 
rivals.

Klopp had spoken last week 
of needing perfection to win his 
second title at the club. But this 
was the latest setback for his team, 
which has lost two of its last three 
games in the league.

While the result hurt Liver-
pool’s title chances, it delivered 
a boost to Everton’s survival bid, 
with the win moving Sean Dy-
che’s team eight points above the 
relegation zone.

That fact seemed to be of less 
concern to the home fans, who 
were too busy reveling in the 
damage caused to Liverpool’s sea-
son.

“You lost the league at Good-
ison Park,” they chanted as the 
final whistle approached and the 
majority of the 39,000 crowd re-
mained inside the stadium to 
drink in the atmosphere as the 
players celebrated on the field.

JON SUPER JON SUPER • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Everton’s Dominic Calvert-Lewin, left, celebrates after scoring his side’s second Everton’s Dominic Calvert-Lewin, left, celebrates after scoring his side’s second 
goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Everton and goal during the English Premier League soccer match between Everton and 
Liverpool at the Goodison Park stadium in Liverpool, Britain, Wednesday.Liverpool at the Goodison Park stadium in Liverpool, Britain, Wednesday.

Liverpool’s Premier League title 
hopes hit by 2-0 loss to Everton

By JAMES ROBSON
The Associated Press
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• One-on-One Tutoring in Reading, 
Writing, and Math.

• Experienced Tutors Wanted for Grades 
K-12 and Adults.

• Summer school starts June 10th.
• 5-15 hours/week, pay from $20/hr.
• Apply online at:
  gclearningcenter.org/apply

Good Counsel Learning Center

Reggie Bush has his Heisman 
back.

The Heisman Trust reinstated 
the former Southern California 
tailback as the 2005 Heisman Tro-
phy winner on Wednesday, citing 
fundamental changes in the struc-
ture of college athletics during the 
14 years since Bush forfeited the 
trophy and the honor.

Bush gave up his Heisman fol-
lowing an NCAA investigation 
that found he received what were 
impermissible benefits during his 
time with the Trojans. College 
football players are now allowed 
to profit from their work in many 
ways, and the Heisman Trust de-
cided it was time to move past the 
conflict with one of the most ex-
citing players in the sport’s history.

“We are thrilled to welcome 
Reggie Bush back to the Heisman 
family in recognition of his col-
legiate accomplishments,” said 
Michael Comerford, president of 
The Heisman Trophy Trust. “We 
considered the enormous chang-
es in college athletics over the last 
several years in deciding that now 
is the right time to reinstate the 
Trophy for Reggie. We are so hap-
py to welcome him back.”

The Heisman Trust has re-
turned the trophy to Bush and the 

replica to USC. Bush also will be 
invited to all future Heisman Tro-
phy ceremonies.

Bush won the trophy awarded 
to the top player in college foot-
ball after amassing 2,218 yards 
from scrimmage and scoring 18 
touchdowns in 2005. His 784 first-
place votes were the fifth most in 
Heisman history, and the trophy 
was a crowning achievement for 
Bush after three seasons at USC as 
one of the most dynamic college 
football players in decades.

“I am grateful to once again be 
recognized as the recipient of the 
Heisman Trophy,” Bush said in a 
statement. “This reinstatement is 
not only a personal victory, but 
also a validation of the tireless 
efforts of my supporters and ad-
vocates who have stood by me 
throughout this arduous journey.”

The reinstatement of Bush 
gives USC a total of eight Heisman 
winners, most of any school.

USC typically displays its rep-
licas of the Trojans’ Heisman Tro-
phies in the lobby of Heritage Hall, 
its historic football headquarters, 
while the retired uniform num-
bers of its Heisman winners are 
displayed on huge banners drap-
ing the Peristyle at the Coliseum 
during USC home games. Bush’s 
No. 5 jersey is expected to be back 
among the honored numbers this 
fall.

“What a historic day!” said 
USC coach Lincoln Riley, who 
coached Caleb Williams to the 
school’s most recent Heisman in 
2022. “Reggie’s reintroduction to 
the Heisman Family is a special 
moment for every person that has 
been associated with USC foot-
ball. We are thrilled that Reggie’s 
athletic accomplishments as one 
of the greatest to ever play the 
game can officially be recognized.”

The USC football program 
wrote “back where it belongs “ in 
a social media post.

“This is a momentous day for 
Reggie Bush and the entire USC 
community as we celebrate the 
rightful return of his Heisman 
Trophy,” USC athletic director Jen 
Cohen said. “Reggie’s impact at 
USC and on college football as a 
whole is truly unmatched. He has 
displayed the utmost resiliency 
and heart throughout this process 
and is so deserving of every acco-
lade and trophy he’s ever received. 
We are grateful to the Heisman 
Trophy Trust for making this hap-
pen.”

Bush had his award vacated 
in 2010 after USC was hit with 
massive NCAA sanctions when it 
was found that Bush and his fam-
ily received money and gifts from 
fledgling marketing agents who 
were hoping to represent him.

FRANK FRANKLIN II FRANK FRANKLIN II • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
The Detroit Lions have heavily 

invested in their future, keeping a 
pair of All-Pro players under con-
tract for the next five seasons.

The Lions and wide receiver 
Amon-Ra St. Brown agreed to 
a four-year contract extension 
worth more than $120 million 
with $77 million in guarantees 

and they later came to terms with 
offensive tackle Penei Sewell on a 
four-year, $112 million deal, ac-
cording to a person familiar with 
the situation.

The person spoke Wednes-
day to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity because 
the financial terms were not an-
nounced.

“Four more years,” St. Brown 
said in an Instagram post.

PAUL SANCYA PAUL SANCYA • The Associated Press• The Associated Press

Heisman Trophy winner Reggie Bush of the University of Southern California smiles while posing for photos after a news Heisman Trophy winner Reggie Bush of the University of Southern California smiles while posing for photos after a news 
conference in New York, Dec. 10, 2005. Reggie Bush has been reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner, Wednesday.conference in New York, Dec. 10, 2005. Reggie Bush has been reinstated as the 2005 Heisman Trophy winner, Wednesday.

Detroit Lions wide receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown leaves the field following an Detroit Lions wide receiver Amon-Ra St. Brown leaves the field following an 
NFL football NFC divisional playoff game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, NFL football NFC divisional playoff game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024, in Detroit.Sunday, Jan. 21, 2024, in Detroit.

Reggie Bush is reinstated as 2005 
Heisman Trophy winner

Lions agree to contract exten-
sions with St. Brown and Sewell

By GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

By LARRY LAGE
The Associated Press

all in his basketball career from 
making the NCAA Central Re-
gion All-Tournament Team, All-
GLVC First Team and making the 
Elite Eight as a freshman to hav-
ing the storybook ending in his 
final season becoming a national 
champion. 

For MSU basketball fans, he’ll 
be best known for the game win-
ning shot in the NCAA Central 
Region championship. 

Malik Willingham with 5 
seconds on the clock stormed 
down the court. When Northwest 

Missouri State doubled him, he 
looked for the open man. That’s 
when he unexpectedly found 
Hazekamp who hadn’t scored a 
point all night. 

Hazekamp rose up with 0.07 
seconds remaining on the clock 
and sank the one handed floater 
to send the Mavericks to the Elite 
Eight. 

“Before that shot I went 0-6 
that night, I blacked out for about 
10-15 seconds there. I saw the 
video of me running around and 
then once I was at the bottom of 
that pile, things came back to me.” 

said Hazekamp. “It was slow mo-
tion, but I also knew it was going 
in. Right when I shot it, it felt good 
and it was only a matter of it going 
in.”

“It’s a feeling that I can’t justi-
fiably put into words. It is an ac-
complishment that nobody will 
ever be able to take away from me. 
It is an accomplishment that I de-
serve because of the hard work I 
have put in over the years. I have 
had a rollercoaster ride of a bas-
ketball journey, and to cap it off 
with being a national champion is 
something I will cherish forever.”

HAZEKAMPHAZEKAMP from page 11from page 11
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CONGRATULATIONS
Sam, Huzaifa, Sachita, and Kinzee on your graduation!

The Annual Giving team appreciates all of you for fostering alumni and community engagement, 
advocating for the Maverick community, and building a culture of philanthropy. Along with 

everyone in University Advancement, we wish you all best of luck with your future endeavors!

Muhammad Huzaifa Sachita Pokhrel Kinzee Miest Samuel Nono

Jaden McDaniels scored 25 
points for a career best in the play-
offs and spearheaded another sti-
fling defensive performance by the 
Minnesota Timberwolves in a 105-
93 victory over the Phoenix Suns to 
take a 2-0 lead in their first-round 
series on Tuesday night.

Mike Conley and Rudy Gobert 
each had 18 points for the Wolves 
to offset a smothering of Anthony 
Edwards by the Suns, who held 
him to 15 points on 3-for-12 shoot-
ing after allowing him 33 in the 
opener.

The teams head to Phoenix for 
Game 3 on Friday night. Minne-
sota has held a 2-0 series lead only 
one other time in franchise history, 
against Denver in the first round in 
2004 en route to a 4-1 series victory.

“Everyone down the list has 
shown they’ll be willing to do what-
ever it takes to sacrifice whatever it 
is for betterment of the team,” said 
Karl-Anthony Towns, who had 12 
points.

Devin Booker scored 20 points, 
Kevin Durant added 18 and sixth 
man Eric Gordon had 15 for the 
Suns, who again failed to get their 
high-octane offense in gear.

“When they’re scoring on us 
and we’re not getting the right 
stops, we can’t not be organized of-
fensively,” Suns coach Frank Vogel 
said. “We had too many posses-

sions like that.”
The big three of Booker, Du-

rant and Bradley Beal combined 
to shoot 18 for 45, with McDaniels 
leading the list of reasons for the 
slump.

“We can see it. I can feel it. I can 
see them. It’s tough,” Gobert said. 

“No one likes going against the 
type of defense that we’re playing 
right now.”

After building an eight-point 
lead in the second quarter and tak-
ing a 51-50 edge into halftime, the 
Suns wore down while Towns got 
going after early foul trouble.

Phoenix lost guard Grayson Al-
len to an aggravated ankle sprain in 
the third quarter. 

Minnesota’s momentum car-
ried into the fourth quarter, and the 
crowd noise came with it. Conley 
found Gobert with a bounce pass 
off the pick-and-roll for an easy 

slam and an 84-76 lead the Wolves 
later extended to 19 points, before 
the 17-year veteran point guard 
swished a corner 3-pointer that 
electrified the arena.

The “Wolves in 4!” chant 
popped up in the final minutes.

“The building’s been amazing. 
The fans have been unreal,” coach 
Chris Finch said. 

“Our guys have risen to their 
energy, and we were locked in from 
the start.”

The Wolves used a heavy dose 
of Edwards on the attack to deliver 
a 25-point win in Game 1 on Satur-
day, and the Suns never hesitated to 
send multiple defenders swarming 
into his space.

The Timberwolves had trouble 
making them pay, shooting 9 for 32 
from 3-point range. 

The bench production that 
helped them dominate the opener 
waned a bit. 

The whistles were tighter this 
time, leading to a costly three-foul 
first quarter for Towns that kept 
him out until halftime.

But McDaniels, Gobert and 
anyone else wisely attacked the 
basket with abandon, making sure 
the Wolves could use their size ad-
vantage inside.

They passed their test of matu-
rity, too. Booker slammed his fore-
arms into McDaniels after a stray 
elbow, triggering McDaniels into 
an ill-advised shove that drew him 
a technical foul.

By DAVE CAMPBELL
The Associated Press

Timberwolves take 2-0 lead on Suns

ABBIE PARR ABBIE PARR • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) celebrates after making a 3-point shot during the first half of Game Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) celebrates after making a 3-point shot during the first half of Game 
2 of the team’s NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Phoenix Suns, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Minneapolis.2 of the team’s NBA basketball first-round playoff series against the Phoenix Suns, Tuesday, April 23, 2024, in Minneapolis.
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Led by Luka Doncic and Ky-
rie Irving, the Dallas Mavericks 
bounced back to take away home-
court advantage from the Los An-
geles Clippers and newly returned 
and rusty Kawhi Leonard.

Doncic scored 32 points, Irving 
added 23 and the Mavs won 96-93 
on Tuesday night to tie their West-
ern Conference first-round playoff 
series at a game apiece.

“Obviously it was a must-win 
and everybody was locked in,” said 
P.J. Washington Jr., who had a big 
fourth quarter and finished with 
18 points. “They punched us in 
the mouth in Game 1 and we just 
wanted to respond.”

Game 3 is Friday in Dallas.
Leonard had 15 points and sev-

en rebounds in 35 minutes of his 
first game since March 31. 

He hadn’t played or had any 
contact practices during that 
stretch because of inflammation in 
his surgically repaired right knee.

“I felt good,” Leonard said. “We 
still got more games to play and 
more time to get better. 

Just keep trying to get a rhythm 
back.”

The Mavs led most of the game 
two days after they trailed by 29 
points and eventually lost 109-97.

“We played 48 minutes of phys-
ical basketball,” Dallas coach Jason 
Kidd said. “Both teams were un-

der 100. It was ‘90s basketball at its 
best.”

Paul George and James Hard-
en led the Clippers with 22 points 
each. Ivica Zubac had 13 points 
and 12 rebounds. The team shot 
37% from the floor and made just 
8 of 30 3-pointers.

Leonard appeared to pick up 
steam after halftime and was more 
active defensively.

“Kawhi is one of the best in the 
world,” George said. 

“He’s going to find his rhythm 
and we’re going to find our rhythm 
around him.”

Plagued by poor shooting and 
behind for much of the game, the 
Clippers began rallying in the third. 
Trailing by seven, they outscored 
the Mavs 19-10 down the stretch 
to take a 66-65 lead into the fourth. 
Doncic tied the game at 65-all be-
fore getting called for a technical. 

Harden’s free throw provided 
the narrow lead.

“It’s been a long time since he 
got a technical, so I think he was 
just trying to see if he could get a 
technical,” Kidd said. “He is using 
that to get himself going.”

The Clippers kept it up in the 
fourth, taking a 73-67 lead.

That’s when the Mavs scored 
14 straight points to take an 81-73 
lead. Washington hit a 3-pointer in 
front of the Clippers’ bench, and 
Doncic and Irving followed with 
ones of their own in the spurt.

Zubac’s dunk cut the Clippers’ 
deficit to 84-81 before Maxi Kleber 
and Doncic sank consecutive 3s.

“The second half is the way we 
should play the whole game,” Don-
cic said. 

“We got to learn from that.”
The Clippers trailed 93-90 on 

Leonard’s basket with 20 seconds 
left. Irving was called for a foul, 
which the Mavs challenged and got 
it overturned. Irving made 3 of 4 
free throws before George sank a 
3-pointer at the buzzer.

“I had two timeouts and we felt 
we could burn one on a challenge,” 
Kidd said. “Kyrie said he hit the 
basketball and he was right.”

Mavs starting center Dan-
iel Gafford hurt his lower back 
three minutes into the game, but 
returned in the second quarter 
although he was scoreless. Tim 
Hardaway Jr. sprained his right an-
kle and didn’t return.

By BETH HARRIS
The Associated Press

Luka Doncic and Kyrie Irving lead Mavs over Clippers 

MARK J. TERRILL MARK J. TERRILL • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers forward Paul George, right, and guard James Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic, center, shoots as Los Angeles Clippers forward Paul George, right, and guard James 
Harden defend during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Tuesday, April 23, 2024.Harden defend during the first half in Game 2 of an NBA basketball first-round playoff series Tuesday, April 23, 2024.
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Coming into college as a 
timid freshman, my classrooms 
were entirely virtual. I logged 
into Zoom, fell back to sleep 
and woke up right on time to 
hear the professor say, “Any 
questions?” Sometimes, I woke 
up to find myself in the Zoom 
alone with the professor. Awk-
ward moment. 

Entering my sophomore 
year, I finally had face-to-face 
interaction with my peers — a 
masked-up face, that is. I had 
to guess if my classmates were 
actually cute or if I was being 
mask-fished; the day the ban 
was lifted, I was shook. It was 
like an episode of the masked 
singer.

Prior to the day we saw each 
other’s faces for the first time, I 
thought I was a social butterfly. 
As soon as we looked at new, 
real human faces I lost a bone 
of my extraverted-self. I forgot 
how to act.

I barely chatted with my 
classmates around me, I didn’t 
dare raise my hand to ask a 
question, I simply tried to blend 
in with the walls. I didn’t create 
connections with my peers and 
professors, and I completely 
focused on my life outside of 
MSU’s campus. 

After entering my junior 
year of college, I had enough. 
I wanted to make the most of 
an in-person class, something I 
was deprived of for nearly two 
years. So I challenged myself 
to an attainable goal of raising 
my hand once per every class 
period. 

I stuck to it. Through grog-
gy eyes during my 8 a.m. class-
es, I pushed my hand through 
the air at least once. Over time, 
I grew more confident in my 
responses. My professors re-
membered me and recognized 
my face in the sea of students 
lapping the hallways. 

As I’ve sat in a number of 
classes through the years, I find 
many students share the same 
socially anxious habits I had. 
I notice a lot of silence when 
professors hope for discussion 
and I see a complete lack of 
engagement in material. By do-
ing this one, simple step, it can 
completely change a classroom 
dynamic. There is strength in 
numbers in any case scenario, 
and if you are the initial person 
to spark a conversation, more 
will join right in. 

My graduation is now only 
a week away and this miniscule 
hack of raising my hand in class 
has opened more doors than I 
ever thought. I’ve built relation-
ships with fellow classmates 
and professors and gained valu-
able sources for networking. 

By MERCEDES
KAUPHUSMAN
Variety Editor

My secret 
to student 
success

Tickets are flying off the shelves 
as Minnesota State’s music, dance 
and theater programs unite as one 
through the production of “Carmi-
na Burana.”

As its season finale, three “Car-
mina” performances coordinated 
by the Department of Performing 
Arts run from April 25-27 in the 

Ted Paul Theatre. 
“You’re hearing the emotion, 

you’re seeing the emotion, dance 
in front of you, too; it’s so many 
departments and a whole orches-
tra,” MSU sophomore BFA musical 
theater candidate Landson Hudson 
said. “It’s not tracks, it’s not pre-re-
corded, you’re not watching it on 
the screen — it’s all right there.” 

Composed by Carl Orff, “Car-
mina Burana” involves a journey of 

24 movements inspired by medie-
val poems. It pieces together emo-
tional elements of love and pain as 
well as a lighthearted embracement 
of spring and drinking festivities. 

A transfer student from Kan-
sas City, Missouri, Hudson was 
granted a part as a vocalist by mu-
sic professor Nick Wayne. His part 
consists of three lines in the 12th 
movement, all in Latin and all sung 
in opera — a change of pace from 

his typical niche in theater. 
“It’s one thing when you do a 

whole show and you make a mis-
take, you have the whole show 
to prove yourself, but three lines, 
that’s it,” Hudson said. 

Using a slice of his acting abil-
ities, Hudson will play the part of 
a living swan being roasted for a 
tavern of people. Although Hud-
son will sport a suit, typically the 

The unification of MSU’s arts in

NATHANAEL TILAHUN NATHANAEL TILAHUN • The Reporter• The Reporter

Minnesota State’s music, theater and dance programs are combining forces in the performance of  “Carmina Burana.” Three shows will take place April 25-27.Minnesota State’s music, theater and dance programs are combining forces in the performance of  “Carmina Burana.” Three shows will take place April 25-27.

Happy pre-finals, Mavericks! 
The academic year is almost 

over and, before students begin 
to prepare for final projects and 
exams, the Student Events Team 
threw one final celebration. 

The CSU Mall Fest, a campus 
tradition, took place Wednesday 
on the CSU Mall. The event was 
packed with fun activities, live mu-
sic and Stomper’s 1,000 Ways to 
Win Ping Pong Ball Drop, where 
students played for prizes.

Mavericks Traditions Chair 
Henry Bowring-McDonough said 
the 1,000 Ways to Win game has 
been happening since 2017.

“It is a big cherry picker that we 
put in the middle of the CSU Mall. 
A big lift that myself, Stomper and 

usually another person all stand in. 
It rises up and then students gath-
er in a crowd at the base of it. And 
we throw from the top of the cher-
ry picker 1,000 labeled ping pong 
balls. Each ping pong ball corre-
sponds to a prize,” Bowring-Mc-
Donough said. 

In addition to the ping pong ball 
drop, other activities included the 
sports management students run-
ning a game called ‘Sports around 
the World,’ which is a collection of 
sports mini games with an interna-
tional twist to them, along with free 
food, live music and a petting zoo.

The Student Events Team part-
ners with different organizations 
every year for new CSU Mall Fest 
activities. This year the team part-
nered with Amazon. 

“We are partnering with Ama-

By ANAHI ZUNIGA
Staff Writer

An end of the year festival for all

DAVIS JENSEN DAVIS JENSEN • The Reporter• The Reporter
The Student Events team held its annual CSU Mall Fest Wednesday to celebrate The Student Events team held its annual CSU Mall Fest Wednesday to celebrate 

the end of the academic year with food, animals, music, prizes and fun.the end of the academic year with food, animals, music, prizes and fun.
SECRETSECRET on page 17 on page 17 

‘CARMINA BURANA’

By MERCEDES KAUPHUSMAN
Variety Editor

CARMINACARMINA on page 17 on page 17 

FESTIVALFESTIVAL on page 17 on page 17 
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SPRING TUNE UP
Glass & Vacuum

Starting at $60 (by appointment only)

Interior vacuum, dusting, clean all glass, 
exterior wash.

Expires 4/1/24

Express Washes
Elite Wash $12 ($16 value)

Ultimate Wash $10 ($12 value)

Better Wash $8 ($9 value)

Expires 4/1/24

388-9101
906 S. Front St., Mankato
champlinautowash.com

Call
For 

Specials!

We also do 
complete 
interior 

shampoo and 
detailing.

It’s springtime in Europe — 
time for the annual blossoming of 
spectacle and sound known as the 
Eurovision Song Contest.

Taking place in May in Malmö, 
Sweden, the 68th annual competi-
tion will see acts from 37 countries 
vie for the continent’s pop crown 
in a feelgood extravaganza that 
strives — not always successfully 
– to banish international strife and 
division. And you don’t have to be 
in Europe to watch, or to help pick 
the winner.

Here’s a guide to all things Eu-
rovision.

WHAT IS EUROVISION?
On one level, it’s simple: Eu-

rovision is an international pop 
music competition in which acts 
from countries across Europe, and 
a few beyond it, compete in a live 
televised contest to be crowned 
Eurovision champion.

But it’s also much more -- a 
celebration of diversity, national 
pride and the joyous power of pop. 
And glitter. So much glitter.

Launched in 1956 to foster uni-
ty after World War II, Eurovision 
has become a campy, feel-good 
celebration of pop music with an 
audience of hundreds of millions 
around the world. It has grown 

from seven countries to almost 40, 
including non-European nations 
such as Israel and Australia.

It’s now known for songs that 
range from anthemic to extremely 
silly, often with elaborate costumes 
and spectacular staging.

Paul Jordan, an expert on the 
contest who is known as “Dr. 
Eurovision,” said the contest “is 
almost indescribable in terms of 
its scale, in terms of its craziness 
— but I would liken it to probably 
the musical version of the Olympic 
Games.”

WHEN AND WHERE IS EU-
ROVISION HAPPENING?

This year’s contest will be held 
in Malmö in southern Sweden, 
with two semifinals on May 7 and 
9 followed by a grand final on May 
11. Traditionally the competition 
is hosted by the previous year’s 
winner, and Sweden triumphed in 
2023 with “Tattoo,” a power ballad 
by pop diva Loreen.

The Nordic nation is a Euro-
vision powerhouse that has won 
the contest seven times, a number 
equaled only by Ireland.

ROBERT DEAR ROBERT DEAR • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
Swedish pop group ABBA celebrate winning the 1974 Eurovision Song Con-Swedish pop group ABBA celebrate winning the 1974 Eurovision Song Con-

test on stage at the Brighton Dome in England with their song Waterloo.test on stage at the Brighton Dome in England with their song Waterloo.

Sweden prepares for the 2024 
Eurovision Song Contest

By JILL LAWLESS
The Associated Press

Most importantly, I came out of 
my cocoon and became a social 
butterfly once again. 

If there is one secret I could 

spill to any undergrad, this is it. 
Take my advice and raise your 
hand in class; your professors ap-
preciate it more than you know. 

zon in order to promote Amazon 
as a sponsor, but also to gather 
some more prizes including Am-
azon gift cards. The prizes are 
always different,” Bowring-Mc-
Donough said. 

Overall, Bowring-Mc-
Donough said the fest helps bring 
students together and celebrate 
MSU pride on campus, and helps 
celebrate the end of the academic 
year as “it can be a big release for 
students to gather with all their 
friends in the mall.”

“The CSU is a physical but also 

a social central point of campus. 
So honestly, if you are walking 
from class to class, from building 
to building, or from your dorm to 
somewhere, it’s very eye-catching 
and you’re going to see everyone 
there,” He said. “ It’s a nice way to 
make the campus feel alive again, 
at least one more time before we 
all head home for the summer.”

Warm sunny weather finally 
made an appearance, students 
gathered and socialized within 
the mall fest. Freshmen Emily 
Holzem and Makena Gens shared 
their thoughts on the event. 

“It’s really fun and I like seeing 
everyone out on campus. I defi-
nitely love the petting zoo. I love 
the animals and it’s definitely a 
good thing for the end of the year. 
I feel like the music is fun, free 
food, and good vibes,” Holzem 
said. 

“I love all the animals that I’m 
not usually around, so it’s really 
fun and interesting and I feel like 
it’s a great event. It’s getting every-
one together and outside. I came 
here and I forgot I had finals and 
I’m having so much fun,” Gens 
said. 

soloist wears a swan costume and 
is placed on a swivel over a fire. 

“They have this big dance 
about getting roasted alive, and it’s 
very ceremonial and medieval,” 
Hudson said. “And then at the 
end of the song they’re eating the 
swan.” 

While Hudson ties in his fa-
miliar process of play prepara-
tions, his part mainly focuses 
on his vocal abilities and how he 
presents them. 

“Rather than making a char-
acter, it’s more about making the 
emotion of the piece,” Hudson 
said. “With this song you can’t be 
very timid or shy, you have to be 
almost fearful,” Hudson said. 

Following this particular-
ly dark moment, the mood will 
transition into lighter movements 
from spring into meadow, cho-
reographed by MSU second-year 
graduate student and MFA dance 
candidate Joe Svihel. 

“My section is really about that 
joy, but also the resistance; hip-
pies are kind of the rebellion of it 
all, but within that you’re finding 
your group, you’re finding your 

tribe,” Svihel said. 
With about 20 dancers in the 

piece, Svihel has encountered 
hurdles within scheduling con-
flicts and balancing the dancers’ 
many parts.

“The way I approach conver-
sation is, ‘What do you need?’ 
rather than, ‘What can I give 
you?’” Svihel said. “I will have my 
thoughts. I will always have my 
thoughts, but, ‘What do you feel 
like you need to make you feel 
more successful?” 

His guidance has shown itself 
to be a success; after watching his 
dancers in collaboration with the 
alternative elements, Svihel ad-
mits, “it’s looking really great.” 

“It’s cool to see how the art 
goes through all these different 
worlds and characters, and chore-
ographers and their expressions,” 
Svihel said. 

Svihel said he hopes audienc-
es are inspired by the music and 
dance. 

“I hope that they leave think-
ing more deeply about their own 
life and how simple actions that 
they take can affect their course,” 
Svihel said.

FESTIVALFESTIVAL from page 16from page 16
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Raising a hand during class times is an excellent way to succeed in school. Raising a hand during class times is an excellent way to succeed in school. 

CARMINACARMINA from page 16from page 16
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Mankato Riverblenders 
Barbershop Chorus

50 Years of Harmony
Hosanna Lutheran Church, Mankato

April 27th, 1:00 p.m.

The Mankato Riverblenders Barbershop Chorus 
will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the 

chorus by presenting their annnual show titled
“50 Years of Harmony.”

Tickets can be purchased 
from any Riverblenders 

Chorus member, online at 
singmankato.com, Cub Foods 

stores, Hilltop HyVee or 
Nutter Clothing in St. Peter.

Ticket prices are: $15 adult and $5 student

Adele, Mariah Carey and 
Garth Brooks tower over the 
Las Vegas Strip, peering out 
from billboards advertising 
their various casino resi-
dencies. But the 20,000 fans 
marching toward the glowing 
Sphere last week were there for 
a band that many Strip visitors 
have no idea exists.

Over the past 40 years, le-
gions of dedicated Phish fans 
have followed the Vermont 
jam band no matter where it 
goes. This time, it happened 
to be Las Vegas, for four nights 
at the $2.3 billion immersive 
arena. No two Phish shows are 
the same, and while the band 
had played Vegas 26 times 
before, the Sphere offered a 
game-changing canvas for its 
signature light shows.

The fans came in sequined, 
glittery dresses and tie-dye 
alike, in button-down shirts 
and overalls printed with the 
band’s red doughnut logo. 
Once inside, they were greeted 
with a LED screen the size of a 
football field.

Over 68 songs over the four 
nights, co-creative director 
Abigail Rosen Holmes would 
use that expanse to drive fans 
across bold visual worlds in-
spired by the four states of 
matter: solid, liquid, gas and 
plasma. As Phish jammed, the 
Sphere’s screens became an 
art show, taking the audience 
through flowing streams of 
color and simple dots of light, 
around an enchanted lake and 
a field of psychedelic trees, and 
through a car wash (yes, a car 
wash).

“It gives me hope,” said 
Sean Marmora, 31, who trav-
eled from New Jersey. “It’s in-
spiring that they’re pushing 
boundaries and doing things 
that they have never done be-
fore.”

Some displays were more 
abstract — during “Sand” and 
“Chalkdust Torture,” specks 
of light danced on screen in 
time to the music — while 
others were easier to discern: 
“Bathtub Gin” featured com-
puter-generated people on 
floats made of donuts, pineap-
ples and pizza slices in a wave 
pool. During “Maze,” a narrow 
line of video blew up into bits 
across the screen. For “Leaves,” 
hundreds of digital balloons 
joined the very real balloons 
flying up inside the Sphere.

“It was a very different 
Phish show, so special in 
its own right,” said Tim Ur-
bashich. “This is a whole evo-
lutionary experience in what’s 
happening.”

Are you ready for some movies 
this summer? There’s action-ad-
venture, romance, horror, fran-
chises and anniversary re-releases 
of some of your favorites popu-
lating theaters and streaming ser-
vices from May through Labor 
Day. You just have to know where 
to look.

Things kick off in theaters in 
May with Universal’s Ryan Gos-
ling and Emily Blunt action ro-
mantic comedy “The Fall Guy” 
(May 3), a new installment in 
the Apes series, “Kingdom of the 
Planet of the Apes” (May 10), fol-
lowed by Jane Shoenbrun’s buzzy 
thriller “I Saw the TV Glow” 
(May 17) and closing out with the 
Mad Max prequel “Furiosa.” June 
brings “Hit Man” to Netflix and 
“Bad Boys 4” to theaters, as well 
as “Inside Out 2,” “The Bikeriders” 
and the first part of Kevin Cost-
ner’s Civil War-era Western epic 
“Horizon: An American Saga.”

And while July might not have 
another “ Barbenheimer” show-
down, but there’s plenty to be ex-
cited for including the space race 
rom-com “Fly Me To the Moon,” 
“Twisters” and, of course, “Dead-
pool & Wolverine.” August has 
some gems too, including chap-
ter two of “Horizon,” a new Alien 
movie (“Alien: Romulus”) and 
some thrillers like “Cuckoo” and 
“Trap.”

Here’s your guide to what’s 
coming to theaters and streaming 
services this summer.

MAY MOVIE RELEASES
May 2
“Turtles All the Way Down” 

(MAX, streaming): Based on John 
Green’s popular novel, Isabela 
Merced plays 17-year-old Aza in 
this coming-of-age story.

May 3
“The Fall Guy” (Universal, the-

aters): A love letter to stunt per-
formers (and a funny, slick send-
up of the movie industry), Ryan 
Gosling plays a veteran stunt guy 
who’s enlisted to find a missing 
movie star (Aaron Taylor-John-

son) so that his crush (Emily 
Blunt) can finish her directorial 
debut.

“The Idea of You” (Amazon, 
streaming): Anne Hathaway plays 
a single mother in Los Angeles 
who begins a relationship with a 
younger pop star, played by Nich-
olas Galitzine, in this smart and 
charming romantic comedy.

“Unfrosted” (Netflix, stream-
ing): Jerry Seinfeld makes his 
directorial debut with this film 
about the race between cereal ri-
vals Kellogg’s and Post to create a 
new pastry. Seinfeld stars along-
side Melissa McCarthy, Jim Gaf-
figan, Amy Schumer, Hugh Grant, 
Max Greenfield and many more.

“I Saw the TV Glow,” (A24, 
theaters, wide on May 17): In Jane 
Schoenbrun’s second feature, a 
Sundance breakout, realities blur 
for two teenagers (Justice Smith 
and Brigette Lundy-Paine) watch-
ing a mysterious late-night televi-
sion show.

“Wildcat” (Oscilloscope, the-
aters): Ethan Hawke directs his 
daughter Maya Hawke in this 
unconventional, artful portrait 
of American author Flannery 
O’Connor.

“Evil Does Not Exist” (Side-
show and Janus Films, theaters): 
Ryûsuke Hamaguchi’s follow-up 
to “Drive My Car” is an unnerv-
ing slow burn about a father and 
daughter and their quiet town 
in the woods outside of Tokyo, 
whose tranquil way of life threat-
ened when a company decides to 
build a glamping retreat nearby.

“Jeanne du Barry” (Vertical, 
theaters on May 2): Maïwenn co-
wrote, directs and stars in this pe-
riod drama about a working class 
woman who wins over King Louis 
XV (Johnny Depp).

“Tarot” (Sony, theaters): A hor-
ror about what happens to a group 
of friends.

The Associated Press

By JOSH CORNFIELD
The Associated Press

DISNEY/PIXAR DISNEY/PIXAR •  The Associated Press•  The Associated Press
This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, This image released by Disney/Pixar shows Joy, voiced by Amy Poehler, left, 

and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from “Inside Out 2.”and Anxiety, voiced by Maya Hawke, in a scene from “Inside Out 2.”

Phish fans: 
What 
happens when 
they enter the 
Sphere?

MATTEL MATTEL • The Associated Press• The Associated Press
This image provided by Mattel in April 2024 shows the company’s Kristi This image provided by Mattel in April 2024 shows the company’s Kristi 
Yamaguchi Barbie doll.Yamaguchi Barbie doll.

Olympian Kristi Yamaguchi 
inspires a new Barbie doll

By TERRY TANG
The Associated Press 

Like many little girls, a young 
Kristi Yamaguchi loved playing 
with Barbie. With a schedule 
packed with ice skating practices, 
her Barbie dolls became her “best 
friends.”

So, it’s surreal for the decorat-
ed Olympian figure skater to now 
be a Barbie girl herself.

“It’s a huge, huge honor. I think 
a lot of pride comes along with it, 
not just recognizing the Olympic 
achievement, but also being rec-

ognized during AAPI Month and 
following in the footsteps of some 
incredible women that I idolize — 
Anna May Wong, Maya Angelou 
and Rosa Parks,” Yamaguchi told 
The Associated Press. “It’s hard to 
see me put in the category with 
them.”

Yamaguchi, who became the 
first Asian American to win an 
individual figure skating gold 
medal, at the 1992 Winter Olym-
pics, has been immortalized as a 
doll for Barbie’s “Inspiring Wom-
en Series,” Mattel announced 
Wednesday. 

Summer Movie Guide: Movies 
coming to theaters & streaming
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How sexy can a qualifying 
tennis tournament in New Ro-
chelle, New York, be? When the 
on-court drama involves Zendaya, 
Josh O’Connor and Mike Faist, the 
answer turns out to be quite a bit 
more than your average USTA sin-
gles match in Luca Guadagnino’s 
“Challengers.”

The film, directed by Guadag-
nino from a script by playwright 
Justin Kuritzkes, may have the ap-
pearance of a sports movie. Much 
of the action happens in between 
baselines. There are break points 
and short shorts. But in Guadagni-
no’s film, what’s being volleyed isn’t 
just a fuzzy little yellow ball.

“The ball is the ephemeral, in-
visible force of desire,” says Gua-
dagnino, the director of “Call Me 
By Your Name” and “Bones and 
All.” “I wanted to show desire going 
back and forth.”

The result, by a score of about 
six-love, is the love triangle of the 
year. “Challengers,” which Amazon 
MGM Studios releases in theaters 
Friday, takes the melodrama of the 
threesome and gives it a breathless, 
bi-curious spin. That’s especially 
due to the multilateral chemistry 
between Zendaya, O’Connor and 
Faist — all actors in their late 20s or 
early 30s, all very capable of smol-
dering when called upon.

It’s a big-screen statement es-
pecially for Zendaya, who’s also 

a producer on the film. She plays 
Tashi, the wife and coach of tennis 
superstar Art (Faist, the “West Side 
Story” breakout). Tashi was only 
relegated to the sidelines because 
of a career-ending knee injury — 
though it did little to sap her ambi-
tion. When Art, whose passion for 
tennis is fading, is matched in New 
Rochelle against an old friend, Pat-
rick (O’Connor, star of Alice Rohr-
wacher’s recent “La Chimera” ), 
their complicated past is, delicious-
ly, resurrected.

Zendaya gravitated to the proj-
ect not because it seemed a natural 
fit for her, but because it wasn’t.

“Because it sounded like a chal-
lenge. Because it is so different from 
me,” Zendaya said in an interview 
alongside her co-stars. “Sometimes 
when you’re a little afraid to tackle 
something like that you, you’re like, 
‘Oo, maybe I should do it.’ I don’t 
want to walk into something and 
be like, ‘I got this. This is going to 
be easy.’”

“Challengers” was originally set 
to open last fall’s Venice Film Festi-
val before it was postponed due to 
the actors strike. But the delay has 
only given more time for the buzz 
around the film to grow. That has 
a lot to do with the attention on ev-
erything Zendaya does, but it also 
has to do with how the film puts 
three exciting young actors in the 
center of the frame, and doesn’t let 
go.

“What’s special is that the three 
of us got to lead the movie. That is 

cool,” says O’Connor. “An opportu-
nity to do something like that is so 
rare.”

“Sometimes I’ve been a part of 
big ensembles,” adds Zendaya, who 
co-starred in the recent “Dune: 
Part Two.” “But it’s just the three 
of us. We are the cast. While we 
obviously have other amazing ac-
tors that contribute, this is the core 
thing here. Tennis training and the 
rehearsal period, it was just us. So 
thank god that we like each other.”

Guadagnino, known for his or-
ganic way of working, compares 
the weeks he and the three stars 
spent together preparing in Bos-
ton to “kids on the beach creating 
castles of sand.” Though Faist has 
some ability, the rest were hope-
less at tennis. Guadagnino hadn’t 
picked up a racquet in his life be-
fore stepping onto the set in “Chal-
lengers.” Famed tennis coach Brad 
Gilbert was brought in to help.

But “Challengers” isn’t really 

about tennis, that’s just the arena 
where attraction and emotion in 
the film ultimately spills out. When 
it’s pointed out to Guadagnino that 
the tennis scenes are essentially his 
movie’s sex scenes, he responds, 
“Thank you.”

Faist, O’Connor and Zendaya 
all connected in different ways not 
just to how desire ebbs and flows 
but to how the characters are each 
juggling their fluctuating passions 
with their careers.

By JAKE COYLE
The Associated Press

Zendaya in steamy love triangle in ‘Challengers’
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This image released by Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures shows Mike Faist, from left, Zendaya and Josh O’Connor in a scene This image released by Metro Goldwyn Mayer Pictures shows Mike Faist, from left, Zendaya and Josh O’Connor in a scene 
from “Challengers.”from “Challengers.”
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